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of , but in the drefs of an

~ humble ignorance, The
leffer Sporades muft vail their light
i the prefence of the Monarch Lu-
minary ; and to appear before you
with any confidence of Science, Were
an unpardonable piece of Dogma-
tizing. Therefore whatever be thoughe
of the Difcourfe it [elf, it camnot be
cenfur'd in this application ; And
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The Epiftle

though the Pedant may be angry with
me , for [haking bis indear’d Opini-
ons; yet he cannot but approve of
this appeal to one, Whofe very name
would reduce a  Sceptick. If you
give jyour vote againft Dogmati-
zing : ’tis time for the opinionative
World , to lay down their prouad pre-
tenfions : and if fuch known accom-
plifpments  acknowledge 1gnorance;
confidence Will beout of countenance
and the Sciolift will write on bis
moft prefumed certainty; This is al-
{fo vanity. Whatever in this Dif-
courfe 15 lef§ confonant to your [eve-
rer apprebenfions, I begge it may be
the objeét of your charity, and cans
dor. I betake my felf to the protecti-
on of your ingenuity | from the pur-
fuits of yowr qudictons cenfure. And
Wwere there not a benign warmth, as

well



Dedicatoty.
well a5 light attended you, twere a
bold venture to come Within your
Beams. Could I divine Wherein you
differ from wme, T (hould be fErongly
induced to note that witha Deleatur ;
and vevenge the prefumption, by differs
ing from: my prefent /elf. ]f any thing
Jeem to you to favour too much of the
Pyrthonian : I hope yow'l confider,
that Scepticilm i lefs reprebenfible
in_enquiring years , and no crime i
a Juvenile exercication. But I have
no defign againft Science: my indeas
vour is to promote it. Confidence
in uncertainties, is the greateft-enemy
to What is certain, and were I a
Sceptick , I'de plead for Dogmati-
zing : For the way to bring men to
Jick to nothing , 45 confidently to
perfwade them to /))mllo)b all thmgs

The Treatife in your bands 5 a
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fortuitous, undefigned abortive; and
an aquivocal effeét of a very diverfe
intention : For baving writ a Dif-
courfe , Which formerly 1 let you know
of , of the Soul’s Immortalicy: I
defign'd a preface to it, asa (orre-
&ive of Enthuliafm, in a Vindicati-
on of theufe of Reafon #n matters of
Religion : and my confiderations on
that Subject, which I thought a [heet
Wwould bave comprifed, grew fo volumi-
nous, as to fill fourteens Which, being
too much for a Preface; I was ad-
Vifed to print apart. And there-
fore reafJuming my Pen | to annex
Jome Additional Inlargements to the
beginning 3 whede 1 bad been moft
curt and [paring © my thonghts ran
out into this Difcourfe, Which uow
begos your Patronage: While the twa
former were renanded into the obfcus

rity
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vity of my privatePapers : The latter
being rendred lefs neceffary by bis Mas
jefties much defired , and feafonable
arrival ; and the former by the matarer
undertakings of the accomplifht D H.
More.

I bave no Apologie to make for my
lapfes, but what Would need a new one.
To [ay they are the Exrata’s of one that
hath not by f[ome years reach’t bis
fourth Climacerical | wonld excufe
indeed the poverty of myjudgement but
criminate the boldnefs of this Addrefs.
Nor can I avoid this latter imputation,
but by being more criminal: and to
[hun this refpectful prefumption , I
muft do Violence to my gratitude. Since:
therefore your Obligations have made
my fault, my duty; I hope the fame
goodnefs, that gave birth to mycrime,
will remitit. Hereby you'l further in-
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dear your other favours : and make me
as much an admirer of your Vertues,
as I am a debtor to your civilities: which
fince I cannot do themright in an ac-
knowledgement ; I'le acknowledge, by
[ignifying that the greatnefs of them
bath difabled me from doing fo: an im-
potence which alittle charity will render
Venial; fince it [peaks your [elf its Au-
thor. Thefe your indearments will ne-
ceffitate me to a felf-contradiction ; and
I muft profefs my [elf Dogmatical in
this, that I.am,
Cectll boufe in the S IR,

Strapd, Mivch x.
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Your moft obliged
And

affe&ionate Servant
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