
T O T H E 

Reverend my ever honored 
F R I E N D , 

ΜΓ· JOSBVH IftHMP, B . D . 

S I R , 
Dare not approach fo much 
knowledge, as you are offner 
o f , but in the dreß of art 
humble ignorance* The 

leffir Sporades mufi Vail their lighc 
in the prefence of the Monarch Lu-
minary } and to appear before you i 

"frith any confidence of Science, Tbere 
an unpardonable piece of Dogma-
tizing. Therefore whatever be thought 
of the Difcourfe it [elf, it cannot be 
tenfurd in this application · And 

A ζ though 



The Epìftle 
though the Fedant may be angry "frith 
me y for ß?aking his indear'd Opini-
ons; yet he cannot but approve of 
this appeal to one, whofe "very name 
Would reduce a Sceptick. If yon 
give your vote againfl Dogmati-
zing : 'tis time for the opinionative 
World j to lay doWn their proud pre* 
tenfions : and if fuch known accom-
plifhments acknowledge ignorance j 
confidence will be out of countenance ; 
and the Scioliß Will Write on his 
mofi prefumed certainty ; This is al-
io vanity. Whatever in this Dif-
courfe is leß coiijonant to your jeve-
rer apprehenfionSj I begge it may be 
the object of your charity > and can* 
dor. / betake my fclf to the protecti-
on of your ingenuity , from the pur-
fuits of your judicious cenfure. And 
1Vere there not a benign warmth, as 

Well 



Dedicatory. 
tyell M light attended you, 'twere a 
bold Venture to come within your 
Beams. Could I divine therein you 
differ from in e · J fl?ould be flrongly 
induced to note that "toith a Deleatur ; 

*nd revenge the prefumption, by differ* 
inj? from· my prefent¡elf. Jf any thing 
feem to yon to favour too much of the 
Pyrrhonian : I hope you I conjider, 
that Scepticilm is lefs reprehenfible 
in enquiring years 7 and no crime in 
a Juvenile exercication. (But 1 have 
no defign againß Science : my indea* 
Vour is to promote it. Confidence 
in uncertainties} is the greatefi-enemy 
to ivhat is certain - and Ipere 1 a 
Sceptick, Τ de plead for Dogmati-
zing : For the ivay to bring men to 
fiick to nothing, is confidently to 
perftoade them to fìValloìV all things. 

The Treatife in your hands is a 
Λ ι fortui» 



The Epiftle 
fortuitous, undefined abortive ; and 
an ¿equivocal effeH of a "very diverfe 
intention : For having Writ a Vif-
courfe, "frbich formerly 1 let you know 
of y of the Soul's Immortality : I 
dcjign'd a preface to ity as a Qorre-
Biveof Enthuííaím, in a Vindicati-
on of the ufe of Reaion in matters of 
Religion : and my confiderations on 
that Sub] e Β j which I thought a ftett 
Would haVe compri/edf grew fo Volumi-
lionsy as to fill fourteen : Which, being 
too much for a fynface · I Was ad-
yifed to print apart, jlnd tfore-
fore reafluming my Ten, to annex 
fonie Additional Irdargements to the 
beginning } whe¡e 1 had been mofl 
curt and [paring : my thoughts ran 
out into this Difcourfei which now 
beggsyour Patronage: while thetWo 
former were remanded into the obfcu* 

ν & 



Dedicatory. 
rity of my private Tapers : the latter 
being rendred lefs necejfary by his Ma* 
jefties much defired y and feafonable 
arrival ¡ and the former by the matnrer 
undertakings of the accompliftt 2>· H. 
More-

I bave no Apologie to make for my 
lapfes, but what "Should need a nety one, 
To fay they are the Errata's of one that 
hath not by Jeme years reach't his 
fourth Clima&erical, would excufe 
indeed the poverty of my judgement^but 
criminate the boldnefs of this Jddrefsl 
\Nor can 1 avoid this latter imputation, 
but by being more criminal : and to 
fhun this refpeftful prefumption , 1 
mufi do violence to my gratitude. Since· 
therefore your Obligations have made 
my fault, my duty j I hope the fame 
goodnefsy that gave birth to my crimey 

"bill remit it. Hereby you I further in-
A 4 dear 



The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Hear your other favours : and make me 
as much an admirer of your Vertues, 
ώslam a debtor to your civilities', which 
fince I cannot do them right in an ac-
knowledgement ; l'le acknowledge, by 
fignifying that the greatnefs of them 
hath dijabled me from doing fo ' an im-
potence ywhich a little charity will render 
Venial; fnce it fpeaks your Jelfits Au= 
thor. Thcfeyour inde arment s will ne-
ce f fit at e me to a felf-contradiüioa j and 
I mujl profefs my felf Dogmacical m 
thisy that J am, 

Cecili häufe in the c i n 
Slrmd,Mn cb i. X ) 

1660. 

Your moft obliged 

And 

affe&ionate Servant 

J o s . G L A N V I L L . 


