
SOFT BURIAL

W E AT H ERH E A D  B O O K S  O N  A S I A



WEATHERHEAD BOOKS ON ASIA

Weatherhead East Asian Institute,  
Columbia University

For a complete list of books in the series, please see the Columbia University 

Press website.



SOF T 
BURIAL

A  N OV EL

FANG FANG

TRANSLATED BY

MICHAEL BERRY

Columbia University Press New York



This publication has been supported by the Richard W. 

Weatherhead Publication Fund of the Weatherhead East Asian 

Institute, Columbia University.

Columbia University Press wishes to express its appreciation for 

assistance given by the Pushkin Fund in the publication of this book.

Columbia University Press

Publishers Since 1893

New York Chichester, West Sussex

cup.columbia.edu

Ruanmai copyright © 2016 Fang Fang

Translation copyright © 2025 Michael Berry

All rights reserved

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Fang, Fang, 1955– author. | Berry, Michael, 1974– translator.  

Title: Soft burial : a novel / Fang Fang ; translated by Michael Berry.  

Other titles: Ruan mai. English  

Description: New York : Columbia University Press, 2024. |  

Series: Weatherhead books on Asia | Identifiers: LCCN 2024015986 

(print) | LCCN 2024015987 (ebook) | ISBN 9780231214988 

(hardback) | ISBN 9780231214995 (trade paperback) |  

ISBN 9780231560566 (ebook)  

Subjects: LCSH: Land reform—China—History— 

20th century—Fiction. | 

   China—History—1949-1976—Fiction. |  

LCGFT: Historical fiction. | Novels. 

Classification: LCC PL2857.A6352 R8313 2024  (print) | LCC 

PL2857.A6352 (ebook) | DDC 895.13/52—dc23/eng/20240525 

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024015986

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2024015987

Printed in the United States of America

Cover design: Chang Jae Lee

Cover image: Fang Fang


