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“Some day the story of the founding of the Casa Italiana will be written, 
based on memoirs in archives, on articles in little Italian periodicals of the 
time, on reminiscences of survivors. Then it will be discovered that the many 
flaws in the character of the Italians were counterbalanced by the wise mod-
eration of the American administrators of the University, which had donated 
the parcel of land on the corner of Amsterdam Avenue and 117th Street.”

Giuseppe Prezzolini

“Non esiste una storia della Casa Italiana. Si ha solo, in ciclostile, una His-
torical Survey of the Casa Italiana dell’allora Bibliotecario dell’Università, 
Roger Howson.”

Olga Ragusa




