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THERE ARE SO MANY INDIVIDUALS who have contributed to my
development as a person, student, investor, and writer. Inev-
itably, a certain number of individuals will be left out of my
acknowledgments, but please do not take this as a lack of grate-
fulness on my behalf.

Starting off with an old family joke—if we go by order of
appearance in my life movie, my mother and father, Karen and
David Everett, are the first to appear in the credits. Both of you
have encouraged me and stuck by me through thick and thin.
When things have looked the most difficult, you have always
been there to reassure me I could overcome even the most
daunting obstacles. There is no way to fully capture my thanks
to you both in words.

I move next to the same person who this book is dedicated
to: Edith Everett. When I look at who I am as a person today,

as well as the areas of interest I have pursued, the mark that
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Edith Everett and my late grandfather Henry Everett have
left is unmistakable. Continuing with the life movie analogy, if
there was one character who helped shape the plot arc that led
me to write this book, it was my grandmother. Grandma, you
have always supported my love for investing and philosophy.
You have taught me to measure success in ways far beyond
financial success. I am so happy to dedicate this book to you as
a small token of my appreciation for everything you have done
for me.

Next, I move on to my academic parents. These include the
professors who were instrumental to my intellectual develop-
ment, without whom I do not know if I would be where I am
today. Although many professors have inspired me during my
eight years in higher education, I want to acknowledge four in
particular. These four professors represent what I see as the four
key components of my higher education experience: under-
graduate studies in finance, undergraduate studies in philoso-
phy, graduate studies in business, and graduate studies in law.

One professor who was instrumental in my undergraduate
finance education at Bucknell University was Professor Janice
Traflet. My journey with Professor Traflet goes all the way back
to my first semester of college. From the very beginning of my
first course with her, Professor Traflet encouraged my passion
for investing. She noticed a spark in me that had been there
since my initial foray into the stock market when I was only
twelve years old. However, instead of making me feel odd about
my love for financial markets, she made me feel like I should
be proud to have such a profound interest in the field at such

a young age. I took three courses with Professor Traflet during
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my undergraduate education at Bucknell, and each time I came
away with a renewed love for financial markets. She has contin-
ued to be a key source of inspiration and advice during pivotal
transition points in my life. Most recently, she encouraged me
to push forward with my efforts to get this book published.
Professor Traflet, thank you so much for your support.

One professor who was instrumental in my undergradu-
ate philosophy education at Bucknell University was Profes-
sor Peter Groff. I still remember seeing the Jewish Philosophy
course listed in the spring semester of my first year. I was so
intrigued by the course description that I told Professor Groft
I would take the prerequisite Philosophy 100 course simultane-
ously so that I could enroll in the higher-level Jewish Philos-
ophy course. This was one of the best decisions I made while
at Bucknell. During one of my first days of class with Profes-
sor Groff almost thirteen years ago, I brought up the fact that
I found a Jewish philosopher’s work as showing a fascinating
parallel to the work of Friedrich Nietzsche. Professor Groft’s
face lit up, and he enthusiastically asked me what connection I
saw. It was at this point that I knew Professor Groff was willing
to support my personal journey through the intellectual realms
of philosophy. Each time I had a question about my favorite
Jewish thinker, Baruch Spinoza, he would point me in a new
direction to areas of Spinoza’s thought that I had yet to explore.
During my time at Bucknell, I took three philosophy courses
with Professor Groft. In terms of my passion for philosophy, he
was the one who ignited the spark that he saw in me as a fresh-
man in his Jewish Philosophy course. Professor Groff, this book

is a testament to your inspiring work as an educator.
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One professor who was instrumental to my graduate busi-
ness studies at Cornell University was Rob Symington. I was
extremely fortunate to have Rob serve as head of the Invest-
ment Research and Asset Management immersion during my
time at business school. Instead of offering a cookie cutter expe-
rience, Rob noted the fact that I came into business school with
a significant finance background, and he pushed me to take that
knowledge to an even deeper level. Rob has always been avail-
able for advice when I have needed it, even after graduation.
Rob, thank you for your support.

The last professor I will mention, but surely not the least,
is Professor Dan Awrey, who helped me in my graduate legal
studies at Cornell Law School. I first encountered Professor
Awrey during my third year of law school. From the first time
I heard him speak, I knew he differed from other law school
professors and had the same passion for financial markets and
the law that I had. As I learned more and more with Profes-
sor Awrey, the breadth and depth of his knowledge astounded
me. Given his substantial backgrounds as a practitioner who
served as general counsel at a hedge fund, as well as a highly
respected academic, he always pointed me in the right direc-
tion for further learning whenever I was interested in partic-
ular aspects of financial law. Professor Awrey has continued
to make himself available for advice post-graduation. Profes-
sor Awrey, thank you for being the true highlight of my law
school educational experience.

Next, I move on to my professional parents; mentors who
have been instrumental in my professional development.

These are four people who have encouraged my intellectual
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and critical thinking in the working world at different stages
of my career. First, I would like to thank Phil Copulsky, whom
I met during my first internship on Wall Street at Goldman
Sachs. Phil has been an invaluable mentor throughout my
journey to become a CFA charterholder and beyond. Next, I
would like to thank Biagio Manieri, who was the first boss out
of college to encourage my intellectual thinking about mar-
kets and who has continued to be a reliable mentor. I would
also like to thank Joe Sarachek, who enabled me to have a
meaningful graduate school internship experience during
which I put my creative thinking about markets into practice.
The last professional mentor I would like to thank is James
Profestas. As I have navigated career transitions in my time
after graduate school, there has been no one more encourag-
ing or generous with their time in helping me maximize my
professional potential.

I'would also like to thank a special list of friends, though not
exhaustive, who have repeatedly encouraged me and played a
role in my realizing the goal of becoming a published author.
In no particular order, I would like to thank Isaac Syed, Mat-
thew Meads, David Janoff, Samuel Shapiro, Salvadore Diaz,
Marisa Werner, Alexander Abosi, Justin Meshulam, Tucker
Rekucki, Rachel Gibson, Cory Starkey, Eric Nadel, Ali Sid-
diqui, Brandon Young, Clayton Elliott, Pradeep Ambrose, and
John Charles.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge those people in the
literary profession without whom this book would not have
come to fruition. I am grateful to both Brian Smith and

Myles Thompson for their support throughout the lengthy
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journey that goes into publishing a book. Thank you for all
your hard work on my behalf. And a special thank you to
my cousin and trusted literary advisor throughout this entire
process, Frances Black, without whom I could not imagine

getting to this point.
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