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The death of history, reported at the end of the twentieth century,
was clearly premature. It has become a hotly contested battleground
in struggles over identity, citizenship, and claims of recognition and
rights. Each new national history proclaims itself as ancient and uni-
versal, while the contingent character of its focus raises questions
about the universality and objectivity of any historical tradition. Glo-
balization and the American hegemony have created cultural, social,
local, and national backlashes. Cultures of History is a new series of
books that investigates the forms, understandings, genres, and histo-
ries of history, taking history as the primary text of modern life and

the foundational basis for state, society, and nation.
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