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A. Mitchell Palmer declared on several occasions his willingness
to have “history” render final judgment on his actions as a
public official. Even before he left office, however, Palmer took
steps to make it difficult for historians to reach a verdict. He
removed most of his important records from the Alien Prop-
erty Custodian’s office and from the Justice Department files,
and these, as well as almost all his other papers subsequently
disappeared.

It would have been almost impossible to unravel the story
of Palmer’s career, even to the extent that 1 have, without an
extraordinary amount of assistance. In tracking down letters to
and from Palmer I frequently received aid beyond the call of
duty, especially from the staffs of the manuscript and newspaper
divisions of the Library of Congress, the Historical Society of
Pennsylvania, the New York Public Library, the Free Library
of Philadelphia, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, the Easton
Public Library, the Monroe County Historical Society, and the
Yale, Princeton, and Columbia University Libraries. Archi-
vists in the Justice Department and Labor Department divi-
sions of the National Archives helped me find important docu-
ments including reports on investigations of Palmer’s activities.
Several scholars, among them Donald Johnson, Father John
Smith, Clarke Wilhelm, and XKurt Wimer shared with me the
fruits of their own research; and most helpfully they allowed
me to use their copies of correspondence to which I did not
have access. Many of Palmer’s friends, relatives, and associates
supplied me with information which I could not otherwise have
obtained; these interviews and letters are listed in the foot-
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notes. Frederick B. Tolles went far out of his way to discover
material about Palmer’s ancestors and early life. Mrs. A. Mitch-
ell Palmer, one of the most gracious hostesses in the hospitable
city of Washington, regaled me on many occasions with stories
about her husband. An almost uncanny analysis of Palmer’s
handwriting by graphologist Thea Stein Lewinson helped
sharpen my impression of Palmer’s many-faceted personality.

William E. Leuchtenberg read this manuscript and its prede-
cessors more times than either he or I care to remember. From
start to finish I have had the benefit of his encouragement and
advice; every page that follows has been improved by his sug-
gestions. Searching questions by Robert D. Cross obliged me to
reexamine my interpretations of Palmer’s behavior at several
points, saving me from numerous errors. John A. Garraty,
Walter Gelhorn, and David B. Truman read the entire manu-
script and offered many valuable criticisms. The comments of
my friends Richard M. Abrams, David Burner, Clyde Griffen,
Doris A. Platzker, James D. Shenton and Kurt Wimer were
invariably useful. The colossal patience of my family and
friends sustained me throughout my long preoccupation with
Palmer.

I am grateful to the Ansley Award Committee of Columbia
University for the prize which made publication of this book
possible.

A large part of Chapter 3 appeared first in the Pennsylvania
Journal of History and Biography. 1 wish to thank the editors
of that journal for permission to reprint this material.



