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This book is based on my long-standing interest in and extensive 
research on the development of life sciences/biotechnology in 
China, in the course of which I have incurred debts to individu-

als and organizations that have assisted me in various capacities. First of all,  
I would like to thank the interviewees for the study. Some of those involved 
in China’s policymaking on the research and commercialization of agricul-
tural genetically modified organisms (GMOs) took time from their busy 
schedules to receive me, several more than once. Although most of them are 
kept anonymous, their perspectives have been helpful in shaping the book.

The project was conceived in 2002 when, as a research fellow at the East 
Asian Institute, National University of Singapore, I first noticed the reports 
of imports of genetically modified (GM) soybeans into China. With a small 
grant from the university (R348−000−005−112), I undertook preliminary 
desk research and then initial fieldwork in China in the next couple of years.

In 2010, a grant from the U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF; 
SES−1115319) made it possible for me to further my research on policy-
making pertaining to GMOs in China. The Institutional Review Board 
at the State University of New York (SUNY) Buffalo, through the intro-
duction of Kathy Barberis at the SUNY Research Foundation, kindly 
helped with the research ethics clearance to meet a key prerequisite for 
the grant. In early 2011, I moved from SUNY’s Neil D. Levin Graduate 
Institute of International Relations and Commerce in the United States 
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to the University of Nottingham in the United Kingdom. With NSF’s 
permission and the help of Thomas Moebus and Kathleen Bardolf at the 
Levin Institute, I was able to retain the grant awarded to one institution 
on one continent and use it at another university on another continent. 
The first draft of the manuscript was written in the second half of 2014 at 
Nottingham; finalization of the book, starting from the summer of 2015, 
corresponded to another move, this time to Nottingham’s satellite campus 
in Ningbo, China, on yet another continent. I have thus benefited from the 
environments and the interactions with and encouragement and support 
from scholars at several institutions.

In the summer of 2017, a small grant from the Swiss National Science 
Foundation (IZK0Z1_175248) brought me to Switzerland, where I not only 
gained a European perspective on GMOs through talking to scholars and 
professionals there, but also was able to finish most of the final draft. I am espe-
cially grateful to Andrea Degen and Jessie Zheng Zhang of EURelations, who 
facilitated the visit, and Ralph Weber, my host at the Institute for European 
Global Studies, University of Basel, and his colleague, Cornelia Knab.

I also am very appreciative of the careful reading and critical but con-
structive comments on the entire draft offered generously and in a timely 
manner by Richard P. Suttmeier and Lester Ross. Hepeng Jia, a former sci-
ence journalist in China who once covered GMOs and has been pursuing 
his Ph.D. in science communication at Cornell University, also took time 
from his studies to read and comment on several draft chapters.

Several Chinese scholars who have helped the conduct of the research 
and writing in various capacities happen to have the same last name—Liu. 
Lijun Liu, then with the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, not 
only contributed his expertise on the patenting of GM rice to a paper, now 
a chapter of the book, but also provided some much needed information 
timely. Yuxian Liu of Tongji University helped with research leading to the 
chapter on the newspaper coverage of GMOs. Xuxia Liu of Huazhong 
Agricultural University helped arrange interviews at her university in the 
summer of 2012. Meanwhile, Yutao Sun also provided critical help while 
pursuing his own academic endeavor.

Jonathan R. Cole, my Ph.D. adviser at Columbia University and now 
a colleague and friend, as well as Richard P. Suttmeier, Denis Fred Simon, 
and Rich Appelbaum, longtime collaborators and friends, among others, 
deserve special mention. Over the years, they have always provided profes-
sional, emotional, and moral support and encouragement whenever needed.
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At Columbia University Press, Anne Routon, then commission editor 
of Asian studies, saw the value of the book project when it was only a 
proposal. She and her successor, Caelyn Cobb, waited patiently for delivery 
of the manuscript. Anonymous reviewers invited by the press read and 
commented on the proposal and an early draft of the book, providing 
very critical but encouraging comments whose influence is reflected in 
the current version.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my wife, Xiaozuo, and my 
son, Yiyang, for their patience with my research and writing. Without 
their love, support, understanding, and encouragement, it would have been 
impossible for me to endure more than a decade for a project like this.

Chapter 7 was originally published as Lijun Liu and Cong Cao, “Who 
Owns the Intellectual Property Rights to Chinese Genetically Modified 
Rice? Evidence from Patent Portfolio Analysis,” Biotechnology Law Report 33 
(2014): 181−192.




