
c o n t e n t s

  Foreword dick howard xi 

  Preface  xv

  Acknowledgments  xxv

  part i :  what is “the plebs”? 

 1. Historical Genesis of the Plebeian Principle  3

  Th e Roman Republic: Th e First Plebeian Secession (494 BCE)  4

  Florence: Th e Ciompi Revolt (1378)  11

  Romans: Carnival and Revolt (1580)  18

   Excursus 1: On the “Originary Division of the Social”  25

  Naples: Th e Revolt of Masaniello (1647)  31

   Excursus 2: On the “Intractable”  36

 2. Philosophical Genesis of the Plebeian Principle  44

  Machiavelli: Th e Plebs, Confl ict, and Freedom  46

  Montesquieu: In Praise of Division  52

  Vico: Th e Plebs and the “History of All the Cities of the World”  60

  Ballanche: Th e Plebeian Principle  66

  De Leon: Th e Leaders of the Plebs  73

  Foucault: Th e Plebs—Baseness or Resistance?  81

  Rancière: Th e Plebeian Disagreement  91

  Answer to the Question, “What Is ‘the Plebs’?”  98

  part ii :  the question of the forms of 

political organization 

  Prologue: On the Dominant Political Confi guration of Modernity  105

 3. Sectional Societies and the Sans-Culottes of Paris  112

  Origin and Action of the Sectional Societies  114

  First Exemplary Political Struggle: Against Centralization  121

C6306.indb   viiC6306.indb   vii 9/20/13   10:16 AM9/20/13   10:16 AM



v i i i c o n t e n t s

  Second Exemplary Political Struggle: Against the Great Specialists  127

  A Practice of Insurrection  130

   Th e Insurrection Against the Girondins  132

   Th e Insurrection Against the Th ermidoreans  136

 4. Th e London Corresponding Society and the English Jacobins  142

  On the Plebs: Th inking with Th ompson Against Th ompson  143

  On the English Jacobins  144

  Eighteenth-Century England and the French Revolution  146

  “Th at the Number of Our Members Be Unlimited”  151

  “Th e Liberty Tree”  155

  A Heritage Without a Testament?  164

   Plurality  165

   Political Capacity  167

   Otherness  168

   New Political Spaces  169

   Active Citizenship  170

 5. Th e Paris Commune of 1871 and the Communards  173

  What Is a Communard?  173

  Toward the Paris Commune: A Political Apprenticeship  174

  Political Clubs Under the Commune: A Radical Democracy  182

  Th e Communalist Contribution: Critique of Politics, Practice of 

Freedom  191

  part iii :  the nature of the human bond 

  Prologue: Social Bond, Political Bond, and Modernity  201

 6. Th e Sans-Culottes: A Political Bond of Fraternity  205

  Th e Sans-Culottes: A Political Bond  206

  Fraternity in Action  206

  Fraternization as Political Practice  209

  Politics, Violence, and Fraternity: A Tenuous Political Bond  211

  Rousseau’s Legacy? On Undividedness Among the Sans-Culottes  213

 7. Th e English Jacobins: A Political Bond of Plurality  218

  Th e Industrial Revolution in England  219

  Th e Break-Up of the Traditional Social Bond  222

  Rebonding: Th e London Corresponding Society  224

  “Unlimited Number”: Plurality as Political Bond  226

  A Political Bond of Division?  227

C6306.indb   viiiC6306.indb   viii 9/20/13   10:16 AM9/20/13   10:16 AM



i xc o n t e n t s

 8. Th e Communards: A Political Bond of Association  230

  Th e Political Situation in France Before the Commune  231

  A Core Principle of Communal Action: Association  234

  Association as Political Bond  236

  Dividedness or Undividedness Among the Communards?  239

  Conclusion  241

  Notes  245

  Bibliography  283

  Index  301

C6306.indb   ixC6306.indb   ix 9/20/13   10:16 AM9/20/13   10:16 AM



C6306.indb   xC6306.indb   x 9/20/13   10:16 AM9/20/13   10:16 AM


