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conducted the rescarch for this book in Basel, Berlin, Bern, Los Angeles,
and Ziirich between 2009 and 2019.
In Berlin the greatest pleasure was working ac the library of the
Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO)fdcspitC having £o pass under a “pre-Nazi-era”
swastika above the carly-twenticth-century Mitcelhof villa’s main door. In forested
Nikolassee, colleagues and I skinny dipped in the ice-cold Schlachtensee on sum-
mer lunch breaks but skidded across icy paths in winter, anxious about the wild
boars snorting in the blackbcrry bushes. At the ZMO library I benefited from
the rich collection of the Gerhard Hépp archive, which contains key archival and
secondary sources revcnling the histor>7 of Muslims in Weimar and Nazi
Germany.

I had the misfortune to take the S-bahn from Nikolassee to the end of the line
at Oranienburg on a hot summer day to walk to the Sachsenhausen concentra-
tion camp. After many bizarre spclls of disorientation, | managcd to find the
library and consult copies of the records of Hugo Marcus’s incarceration—near
where inmates were gassed—and located his former barracks (marked only by a
numbered stone).

I visited Berlin’s Landesarchiv (State Archive), located in a gigantic, brick, for-
mer weapons and munitions factory complex in the far norch of the city, to read
files on Weimar and Nazi-era Muslim organizations.

Garish Potsdamer Platz’s serenely quict Staatsbibliothek (State Library)—whose
student canteen’s Berliner specialties such as Eisbein and wine and beer never failed
to intrigue me—was a peaceful place to read through Marcus’s carly-twentieth-
century philosophicnl, :want—gardc, and paciﬁst publications. The libmry also sur-

prised me with a tiny portrait of a young Marcus.
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Most important, I attended Friday prayers in a tiny, crurnbiing, pninted jcwei,
the Ahmadi mosque in Wilmersdorf at Fehrbelliner Platz, which gave me a sense
of the intimate space where much of this narrative took pincc.

My understanding of German converts to Islam has been greatly shaped by
accompanying anthropologist Esra Ozytirek on her ethnographic journey, which
culminated in Being German, Becoming Muslim: Race, Religion, and Conversion in the
New Europe (Princeton, 2014). How much of her voice and analysis is in this book
I cannot realiy determine. | cspecia]ly remember the “oniy in Berlin” scene where
the gracious and welcoming participants at a mainly German converts' gender-
Segregated Muslim picnic in Tiergarten had to chase dogs away from their prayer
mats during prayer while averting their eyes as nude couples made out in the grass.
Also in Tiergarten, I read fundamental texes in the gay rights scruggle as dust
settled at the recently completed library of the expanded Schwules (Gay) Museum,
near where prostitutes continue to walk the same screets sex workers have fre-
quented for a century. But I actually had to travel back to California to find all
of Marcus’s gay writings published after World War II in Der Kreis at the ONE
National Gay & Lesbian Archives at the USC libraries in Los Angcles.

In Ziirich I conducted research mainly at the stately Zencralbibliothek (Cen-
tral Library), which owns Marcus’s Nachlass (estate), including his private letters
exchanged with a kaleidoscopic array of Jews, gays, and Muslims; autobiographi-
cal texts; personal documents such as Nazi-issued travel document and Swiss
police files; unpublished works, including typewritten or handwritten mosque
lectures; copies Of‘pubiished works including his hard-to-find Carly-twcntieth—
century homoerotic novella; and private photos with passionate inscriptions
pasted into private letters spanning his entire life.

I also visited the Thomas Mann Archives at the new, wind-swept mountain-
top campus of the ETH Ziirich in a blazing, pink sunset.

I examined Marcus’s police file at Basel’s City Archive, located in the over-the-
top, brilliant red, frescoed sixtccnth—century Town Hall CompiCX. I was fortu-
nate to visit at the same time as the archive’s excraordinary exhibit, “Magnet Basel
fCaturing photocopies of entire personni poiicc dossiers, annotated and contex-
tualized, striking examples of the very type of file [ was reading, Documenting a
century of migration to the city, curated for the one hundredth anniversary of
the Swiss Federal Foreigners’ Police, the exhibit offered moving tales about the

lives of\rnigrnnts ranging from Jews during World War II to Syrian Kurds today.
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Staff at cthe ]iidischcs Museum der Schweiz (Basel) revealed further unknown,
dramatic stories about German Jewish arrival in the city during World War I1.

When [ walked to Marcus’s surprising final resting placc in Basel, I ﬁnally real-
ized why the funeral directors had sent me a photo of a strand of trees taken
from a distance. May Hugo Hamid Hans Alienus Marcus rest in peace, and for-
give me for exposing his private life in this book.

Following Marcus’s paper trail also took me to beautiful Bern, the turquoise-
green, river-wrapped medieval Swiss capital, to examine Marcus’s dossier at the
Federal Archive. It was impressive to be able to register rnyself‘and order docu-
ments online, selecting the date on which I would read the material. And, indeed,
when I arrived at the archive on the spcciﬁcd dny, the fricndly and hclpful staft
presented the documents as I had ordered and provided a Swiss adapter for plug-
ging in my laptop. To rop it off thcy pointcd out the machine dispcnsing free
water and coffee! Incomparable. If only all archives were like this. The sweetened
coffee served to offset the deprcssing impact of‘holding Marcus’s swastika-laced
Nazi passport and looking in the eyes of the terrified man in its photograph.

[ am Cspecially grntcful to individuals who made this research possible. Tire-
less researcher, former Ahmadi, and all-around fun-loving motorbike and Fasch-
ing enthusiast Manfred Backhausen first introduced me to Marcus and generously
shared Ahmadi archival sources, photographs, and a copy of the Qur'an transla-
tion edited by him. At the bcginning of my research Gerdien ]onkcr offered me
other Ahmadi sources and uploaded (most of) her collection of the near-complete
run of the Moslemische Revue to the Ahmadi website. My undcrstanding of Islam
in interwar Europe is greatly indebted to conversations especially with Umar
Rynd. My knowlcdge of Goethe’s approach to Islam was Cnlightencd by email con-
versations with Katherina Mommsen. Esra Ozytirek and David Motadel read a
draft of the entire manuscript. My an:llysis was greatly improvcd by the editors
and anonymous readers of New German Critique and the American Historical Review.
Much of the material in chaptcr 2 was originally published in an earlier version
as “Protestant Islam in Weimar Germany: Hugo Marcus and “The Message of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad to Europe’” in New German Critique 44, no. 2: 163-200.
@ 2017, New German Critique, Inc. All rights reserved. Republished by permis-
sion of the copyright holder and the present publishc:r, Duke University Press. A
prior version of chaptcr 3 was originally publishcd as “Muslim Encounters with

Nazism and the Holocaust: The Ahmadi of Berlin and Gcrman—]ewish Convert
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to Islam Hugo Marcus,” in the American Historical Review 120, no. 1 (Fcbruziry 2015):
140-71, @ American Historical Association and Oxford University Press.
Reprinted material from Secret Germany: Stefan George and His Circle, by Robert E.
Norton, copyright @ 2002 by Cornell University, is used by permission of the
publisher, Cornell University Press. I am gratei‘iil to the entire team at Columbia
University Press, especially Wendy Lochner and Lowell Frye, and to former LSE
colleague Matthew Engelke, who agreed to publish it in his exciting book series.

I would not have been able to conduct this research had it not been for research
and sabbatical leave, or generous funding provided by the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine, and the London School of Economics and Political Science, the ZMO,
the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, and the Leverhulme Trust.

Rescarch was carried out during extended periods of rescarch leave granted
by C:iroiyn Boyd, Robert Moeller, and ]Ci:frey Wasserstrom, successive chairs of
the History Department at the University of California, Irvine between 2009 and
2012. [ initially conducted research in Berlin and Ziirich from 2009 to 2011 thanks
to a fellowship at the ZMO directed by Ulrike Freitag, A follow-up visit to Berlin
in 2013 and 2014 was made possible by a continuation of a Research Fellowship
from the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation received in 2006 and 2007 (my
academic hosts at that time were Maurus Reinkowski at the University of F rciburg
and Gudrun Krimer at the Free University, Berlin), and by renewed affiliation
with the ZMO. I was able to continue my rescarch in Berlin in 2013-2014 thanks
to a sabbatical granted by the LSE before I began my teaching duties. I was able
to take many research trips to Switzerland between 2014 and 2018 due to gener-
ous annual LSE research funding from the Internacional History Department. |
completed the final version of the manuscript in 2018-2019 thanks to a yearlong
Resecarch Fe]]owship from the Leverhulme Trust.

[ am indebted to Bekim Agai, Umar Rynd, and Mchdi Sajid for including me
in the International Symposium on Islam in Inter-War Europe and European Cul-
tural History at Leiden University, the Netherlands (2012); to Jasmin Khosravie,
who invited me to participate in the International Research Colloquium, Insti-
tut fiir Orient- und Asienwissenschaften, University of Bonn, BMBF Research
Group “Europe from the Outside” (2013); to Moez Khalfaoui, for inviting me to
give the keynotc address at the \X/orkshop Islamisches Recht und die Herausfor-
derungen moderner Gesellschaften, Zentrum fiir islamische Theologie Tiibingen,
Graduicrtcnkolleg Islamische Thcoiogie, University of‘Tiibingcn, Germany (2014);

to Ben Fortna, organizer of the Near & Middle East History Seminar at the School
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of Oriental and African Scudies, University of London (2014); to Janet Hartiey,
who invited me to give my inaugural lecture sponsored by the International His-
tory Departmcnt at the LSE (2015); to members of the panci “Muslim Destinies
in Inter-War Europe: Laying the Foundations for European Islam™ that I organized
at the American Historical Association annual meeting (2015); to panel and audi-
ence members at two panels organized by Umar Ryad: the Lecture-Cum-
Seminar, ERC Project “Muslims in Interwar Europe, Rciigious Studies, Univer-
sity of Utrecht (2016), and “New Muslim Communities in Europe, 1918-1945,
Giaubcnsi"ragcn: 51, Deutscher Historikertag at the Ulniversitat Hamburg (2016);
to participants in the international workshop I co-organized with Esra Ozytirek
at the LSE, “Connected Pasts and Futures: Jews and Muslims oi"EuropC” (2017):
David Feldman, Esther Romeyn, Brian Klug, Aomar Boum, Nassar Meer, Josef
Meri, Humayun Ansari, Nora $eni, Damani Partridgc, Kimberiy Arkin, Marcy
Brink-Danan, and Ben Gidley; and to the audience at the talk I gave at the
Jewish History Seminar, Institute of Historical Research, London, organized
by Michael Berkowitz, Francois Guesnet, and Nathan Kurz (2018). Maurus
Reinkowski invited me to present my research at the Seminar fiir Nahoststudien
at the University of Basel (2018), which coincidentally is located very close to one
of Marcus’s final abodes, the Adullam Care Home. I am grateful for the thought-
provoking questions with which he and his coiicagucs chaiicnged me and for the
delicious homemade borscht with horseradish creme and red wine we enjoyed
afterward. And thank you for the Basler Lickerli.

I am grateful for the assistance of Muhammad Ali, imam of the Berlin Mosque;
Dr. Zahid Aziz, webmaster of the Berlin and Woking Ahmadi missions; Father
Placidus Kuhlkamp, Order of Saint Benedict, librarian at Beuron Abbey, Ger-
many; Robert Parzer, archivist, Stiftung Brandenburgische Gedenkstiteen,
Gedenkstitte und Museum Sachsenhausen; Thomas Ripper, librarian, Bibliothek
ZMO; and the directors and staffs of the Handschriftenabteilung, Zentralbiblio-
thek Ziirich, the Landesarchiv Berlin, and the Staatsarchiv Basel-Stadt. The staff’
at the Zentralbibliothek graciously made PDF scans of material from Marcus’s
estate for me when I was unable to travel to Ziirich. Email communications with
Elke von der Lieth, Kommunale Galerie Berlin, Villa Oppcnheim; Dagmar Seemel,
Universititsarchiv der Humbolde-Universitit; Susanne Grulich Zier, university
archivist, University of Basel; and Hermann Wichers, head of user services, Sta-
atsarchiv Basel-Stadt, providcd answers to questions concerning details of Mar-

cus’s life.
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My undcrstanding of the many difficule to dccipher and even more difficult
to comprehend German sources is thanks to several native German speakers, Ger-
man and Swiss, including Susanne Hillman, Katrin Simon, Teresa Schl'dgl, and
Tobias Pester, as well as several student research assistants provided by the ZMO.
Laurence Krupnak carried out research into the mcmbership rolls of the Nazi
Party for me at the National Archives and Records Administration, Washing-
ton, D.C. After a 1ong and fruitless search, 1 ﬁnally located the portrait of Mar-
cus’s friend Roman, thanks to art collector Ernst Ferman of Ménchengladbach,
Germany, who shared an image of it with me. This book could not have been
written without all of their graceful assistance. Whatever errors of translation or

errors of fact or interpretation that remain are my own.
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