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Funded jointly by the Sheng Yen Education Foundation and the Chung Hua Institute of 
Buddhist Studies in Taiwan, the Sheng Yen Series in Chinese Buddhist Studies is dedicated 
to the interdisciplinary study of Chinese language resources that bear on the history of 
Buddhism in premodern and modern China. Through the publication of pioneering schol-
arship on Chinese Buddhist thought, practice, social life, and institutional life in China—
including interactions with indigenous traditions of religion in China, as well as Buddhist 
developments in South, East, and Inner/Central Asia—the series aspires to bring new and 
groundbreaking perspectives to one of the most historically enduring and influential tra-
ditions of Buddhism, past and present.
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Cover image: In 1989, Miaozhan, the abbot of Nanputuo Temple, led an ordination 
ceremony in Guanghua Temple, Putian, Fujian Province. It was one of the largest since 
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To Venerable Miaozhan 妙湛 (1910–1995), eighth abbot of Nanputuo Temple




