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This book is an analytical memoir, where I combine my own experiences
and knowledge with that of other people through personal interviews as
well as published primary and secondary sources in Arabic and English.
It took me about four years from writing the proposal to completion of
the manuscript. It covers more than four decades of development in the
oil world and the key personalities who shaped global energy policies.
Extreme caution was needed when dealing with such subjects. Accuracy
and fairness came first. This was not an easy task. It required careful work
and a lot of help in different formats from a variety of people, and I am
indebted to all of them.

First and foremost, I must thank the Saudi energy ministers and the
many people from within the ministry whom I had the privilege to asso-
ciate with and learn from throughout my career. The ministers are H.E.
Hisham Nazer (1989-1995), H.E. Ali al Naimi (1995-2016), H.E. Khalid al
Falih (2016-2019), and H.R.H. Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman, who not only
asked me to work at the ministry in the first place but also did his best to
help me understand the oil market and OPEC and work with the interna-
tional media in the most optimal way.

I also benefited from the abundance of knowledge and experience of
H.R.H. Prince Faisal bin Turki, the special advisor to the Ministry of Energy
from 1986 to 2018, about domestic energy and mineral issues, natural gas,
and the relationship between energy and relevant industries.

I would also like to mention with special respect the late Mohammad
Farouk al Husseini, who was an economic advisor when I joined the
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ministry. He was one of the most renowned and well-informed experts
in energy economics and OPEC issues. He was always down to earth and
truthful. Many people in the Saudi Energy Ministry were inspired by him,
and I was one of them.

Other past and present ministry officials read the book, or parts of
it, and offered discerning comments. I owe special thanks to H.E. Majid
Al Moneef, the Secretary General of the Supreme Committee on Hydro-
carbon Affairs, and former Saudi OPEC governor. I continuously talked
with him about different issues relating to the book. He read two different
drafts and gave valuable suggestions and information. I am grateful for his
help and advice.

Two important figures who read drafts of the book were Jawad al Sakka,
a respected Saudi energy legal expert, and the late Ahmed al Ghazzawi,
another widely acknowledged expert on such issues as Saudi Arabia’s bor-
ders with neighboring countries. They both provided valuable information,
especially covering the era of Minister Yamani.

Many colleagues read all or part of the book and offered useful com-
ments, for which I am very grateful. They include H.E. Abdelrahman
Abdelkareem, former assistant minister of energy; Suleiman al Herbish,
former president of the OPEC Fund for International Development; Ahmed
Al Zahrani, the assistant to the Ministry of Energy for development and
excellence; Turki al Thunayyan, the legal advisor at the Ministry; Adeeb al
Aama, Saudi Arabia’s OPEC governor; Nayef al Musehel, deputy minister
of policies and strategic planning; Turki al Wosemer, general supervisor of
the minister’s office; Naser al Doseri; Mansour al Ayyaf; Awwad al Harthe;
Yousif al Salem; Fahad al Toryf; Eissa al Zerma; and Samiha Khayyat.

Jamil al Dandany, a former advisor at the Ministry of Energy and for-
mer department director at Aramco, read two different drafts and made
excellent remarks. James Connal, who was a speechwriter in the ministry,
provided invaluable support relating to editing and advice on some of the
contents of the book.

Outside the ministry, there are many distinguished Saudi officials who
read the book and offered insightful information for which I am truly
grateful. They include:

H.E. Mohammed Aba al Khail, the Saudi minister of finance (1975-1995).
We had a lengthy discussion on a background basis.

H.E.Hamad al Sayari, former head of the Saudi Central Bank (1985-2009).
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H.E. General Abdulrahman al Banyan, military advisor in the Royal Court.

H.E. Abdulrahman Al-Saeed, former advisor in the Royal Court.

H.E. Abdulrahman al Tuwaijri, former president of the Saudi Capital
Market Authority (CMA).

H.E. Yousef al Sadoun, former undersecretary of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs for Economic and Cultural Affairs, who read the chapter about
Prince Saud.

Abdulmalik al Ashaikh, former legal advisor to the Royal Court.

Abdallah Jumah, former president and CEO of Saudi Aramco.

Abdulaziz al Jarbou, former chairman of SABIC.

Abdulrahman al Rashed, chairman of the editorial board of al Arabiya
News.

Turki Al-Dakheel, Saudi ambassador to the United Arab Emirates.

Abdulaziz bin Salamah, former deputy minister at the Saudi Ministry of
Information, who read two drafts of the book.

Abdulaziz al Faiz, former Saudi ambassador to Kuwait.

Dr. Ahmed al Ghamdi, former member of the Shura Council and for-
mer advisor at the Ministry of Energy.

Abdulwahab al Faiz, a Saudi writer and media consultant.

There are multiple esteemed individuals within the energy and political
scene from around the world who read a draft of the book or part of it and
gave appreciated ideas and opinions. Notable people include Bassam Fat-
touh, the director of the Oxford Institute for Energy Studies (OIES); Walid
Khadduri, the former editor-in-chief of the Middle East Economic Survey
(MEES); and Bhushan Bahree, executive director at IHS Markit.

I had fruitful and continuous discussions regarding the events in the
1980s and 1990s with Abdul Samad al Awadji, the former head of marketing
of Kuwait Petroleum Corporation in Europe and a member of the Kuwaiti
delegation to OPEC, who offered invaluable information and suggestions.
I highly appreciate his assistance.

Dan Yergin has read the book and offered impactful comments, which
I highly appreciate.

I would like to give special thanks to Daniel Poneman, former U.S. dep-
uty secretary of energy and Ambassador Douglas Silliman, the president
of the Arab Gulf States Institute in Washington (AGSIW) and former U.S.
ambassador in Kuwait, both of whom read the book, or parts of it, and
offered important comments.
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Besides the above-mentioned people, there are many distinguished
decision-makers who gave me a great deal of their time to discuss vari-
ous energy and political issues. They include Issam al Chalabi, former oil
minister of Iraq (1987-1990); Abdallah el Badri, former secretary general
of OPEC; and Luis Giusti, former CEO of the Venezuelan national oil com-
pany PDVSA, who read the two chapters related to him and to Venezuela
and provided conversant remarks.

Two individuals were of great help in offering their insights, editorial
assistance, as well as double-checking some data. They are Kate Dourian,
contributing editor at MEES and former IEA official, and Diane Munro,
energy analyst and former IEA official.

Others who offered their help and read the book include Rania el Gamal,
chief energy correspondent in the Middle East at Reuters, and Amena Bakr,
deputy bureau chief at Energy Intelligence.

Some organizations provided useful assistance. Saudi Aramco was so
helpful in many aspects. I would also like to give special thanks to King
Abdullah Petroleum Studies and Research Center (KAPSARC), where
some were keen to help from the start. Aljawhara Al-Quayid at KAPSARC
provided much needed information related to the first six chapters. Adam
Sieminski, former KAPSARC president, read an early draft and provided
good and constructive recommendations. Fahad al Turki, vice president at
KAPSARGC, offered his support.

The third institution was OPEC. I had lengthy and informative discussions
with the secretary general, Mohammad Barkindo, which I highly appreci-
ated. Ayed al Qahtani, the director of research, offered his help. Ms. Snjezana
Cirkovic, the Information Center coordinator at OPEC double-checked data
and information, and kindly gave her assistance. Shakir al Rifaiey from the
office of the secretary general was very helpful in many aspects.

I received beneficial help in different ways from many people. They
include Mohammad Wajjh Alyo, Ali Twairqi, Mohammed al Thomairi,
Guy Caruso, Gro Anundskaas, Paul Mollet, Abdullah Al-Quwaiz, Khalid
Al-Muhanna, Medlej al Medlej, Joel Couse, Ji Yeon Park, Abdullah al Bure-
athen, Abdullah al Furaih, and Yousef al Mohaimeed.

There are others I may have forgotten and to them I offer my apologies.
I am also beholden to others who did not wish to be mentioned by name
but whose help was greatly appreciated.
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Gary Ross, CEO of Black Gold Investors and the founder of PIRA, and
Nathaniel Kern, President of Foreign Reports, all contributed information
about certain issues in the book. Ross read the entire book and gave many
suggestions which were very helpful.

I would also like to express my appreciation to two anonymous oil
experts who read an early draft and gave constructive comments.

Two people deserve special appreciation for their invaluable assistance:
first and foremost, Jason Bordoft, the founding director of the Center on
Global Energy Policy at Columbia University. When I told him my idea of
writing such a book, he was very enthusiastic and wanted it to be published
by Columbia. He followed the process so attentively and gave it special
attention; it was almost as if it was his project.

Second, I would like to give special gratitude to Caelyn Cobb, editor of
global history and politics at Columbia University Press. Her timely edito-
rial comments and suggestions were enormously helpful.

Monique Briones, the editorial assistant at Columbia University Press
was very helpful and closely followed the later development of the book,
offering constructive assistance. The copyeditor of the book, Kay Mikel,
and the project manager, Ben Kolstad, have done an excellent job, which I
highly appreciate.

I would like to give special thanks and gratitude to Bob McNally, the
founder and president of Rapidan Energy Group, for writing the foreword
of the book and his kind words about the contents and myself.

The book became a family project, especially during the 2020 Covid-19
lockdown in Saudi Arabia. My son Haitham and my daughter Haya took
special care of the project and helped in so many ways, including typing,
editing, and double-checking information and data, as well as doing extra
research. Haya’s contribution was extraordinary, including researching
and collecting information, fact checking historical events, and relent-
lessly sending e-mails on my behalf when needed even though she was
busy with university. Haitham proofread the book, double-checked data
and information, and matched and double-checked the citations. My other
son Alwaleed offered a lot of assistance, large and small, in many areas
including data and information. The rest of my family were also very sup-
portive. My wife Nesreen al Hagbani created a calm working atmosphere
in the house despite the long hours I devoted to the book, and my youngest
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daughter Nora was charming and helpful when needed. I highly appreci-
ate the kind support of my family from the start to the end. I would like to
express my deep gratitude to my late sister Dulayyil and my eldest brother
Abdullah. They both helped and inspired me in my early years, especially
after the death of my father and the disability of my mother Haya al Aiban.
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