In Levittown’s Shadow



Historical Studies of Urban America

Edited by Lilia Ferndndez, Timothy J. Gilfoyle, and Amanda I. Seligman
James R. Grossman, Editor Emeritus

RECENT TITLES IN THE SERIES

Sean Dempsey, City of Dignity:
Christianity, Liberalism, and the
Making of Global Los Angeles

Claire Dunning, Nonprofit
Neighborhoods: An Urban History of
Inequality and the American State

Tracy E. K'Meyer, To Live Peaceably
Together: The American Friends Service
Committee’s Campaign for Open Housing

Mike Amezcua, Making Mexican
Chicago: From Postwar Settlement
to the Age of Gentrification

Arnold R. Hirsch, Making the Second Ghetto:

Race and Housing in Chicago, 1940-1960,
With a New Afterword by N. D. B. Connolly

William Sites, Sun Ra’s Chicago:
Afrofuturism and the City

David Schley, Steam City: Railroads,
Urban Space, and Corporate Capitalism in
Nineteenth-Century Baltimore

Rebecca K. Marchiel, After Redlining:
The Urban Reinvestment Movement in

the Era of Financial Deregulation

Steven T. Moga, Urban Lowlands: A History
of Neighborhoods, Poverty, and Planning

Andrew S. Baer, Beyond the Usual
Beating: The Jon Burge Police Torture
Scandal and Social Movements for
Police Accountability in Chicago

Matthew Vaz, Running the Numbers: Race,
Police, and the History of Urban Gambling

Ann Durkin Keating, The World of
Juliette Kinzie: Chicago before the Fire

Jeftrey S. Adler, Murder in New Orleans:
The Creation of Jim Crow Policing

David A. Gamson, The Importance of
Being Urban: Designing the Progressive
School District, 1890-1940

Kara Murphy Schlichting, New York Recen-
tered: Building the Metropolis from the Shore

Mark Wild, Renewal: Liberal Protestants and
the American City after World War IT

Meredith Oda, The Gateway to the Pacific:
Japanese Americans and the Remaking of San

Francisco

A complete list of series titles is available on the University of Chicago Press website.



In Levittowns
Shadow

Poverty in America’s Wealthiest
Postwar Suburb

TIM KEOGH

The University of Chicago Press
Chicago and London



Publication of this book has been supported by Furthermore: a program of the
J. M. Kaplan Fund.

Furthermore:

a program of the J.M.Kaplan Fund

©

The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637

The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London

© 2023 by The University of Chicago

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner
whatsoever without written permission, except in the case of brief quotations in critical
articles and reviews. For more information, contact the University of Chicago Press,
1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, IL 60637.

Published 2023

Printed in the United States of America

32 31 30 29 28 27 26 25 24 23 12345

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-82773-5 (cloth)

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-82775-9 (paper)

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-82774-2 (e-book)

por: https://doi.org/10.7208/chicago/9780226827742.001.0001

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Keogh, Tim (Historian), author.

Title: In Levittown’s shadow : poverty in America’s wealthiest postwar suburb /
Tim Keogh.

Other titles: Historical studies of urban America.

Description: Chicago ; London : The University of Chicago Press, 2023. |
Series: Historical studies of urban America | Includes bibliographical
references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022056872 | 1SBN 9780226827735 (cloth) | 1sBN 9780226827759
(paperback) | 1sBN 9780226827742 (ebook)

Subjects: LcsH: Suburbs—New York (State)—Long Island—History—2oth century. |
Poverty—New York (State)—Long Island. | Poor—New York (State)—Long
Island—Social conditions—2oth century. | Discrimination in housing—New York
(State)—Long Island—History—2oth century. | Economic assistance, Domestic—
United States—History—2oth century. | Equality—Economic aspects—New York
(State)—Long Island. | Suburbs—New York (State)—Long Island—Economic
conditions—2o0th century. | Long Island (N.Y.)—History—20th century.

Classification: LCC HT352.U62 N745 2023 | DDC 307.7409747/21—dc23/eng/20230111

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022056872

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/N1s0 239.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).



To the most beautiful, smartest, and creative person in the whole world—
Aila, I love you






