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In every human society, there is an effort continually tending to confer on
one part the height of power and happiness, and to reduce the other to the
extreme of weakness and misery. The intent of good laws is to oppose this
effort and to diffuse their influence universally and equally.

—CESARE BECCARIA

Justice is the end of government. It is the end of civil society. It ever has
been and ever will be pursued until it be obtained, or until liberty be lost in
the pursuit. In a society under the forms of which the stronger faction can
readily unite and oppress the weaker, anarchy may as truly be said to reign
as in a state of nature, where the weaker individual is not secured against
the violence of the stronger; and as, in the latter state, even the stronger
individuals are prompted, by the uncertainty of their condition, to submit
to a government which may protect the weak as well as themselves; so, in
the former state, will the more powerful factions or parties be gradually
induced, by a like motive, to wish for a government which will protect all
parties, the weaker as well as the more powerful.
—FEDERALIST, NO. 51,
JAMES MADISON/ALEXANDER HAMILTON

As Iwould not be a slave, so I would not be a master. This expresses my
idea of democracy. Whatever differs from this, to the extent of the differ-
ence, is not democracy.

—ABRAHAM LINCOLN

I tell my students, “When you get these jobs that you have been so bril-

liantly trained for, just remember that your real job is that if you are free,

you need to free somebody else. If you have some power, then your job is

to empower somebody else. This is not just a grab-bag candy game.”
—TONI MORRISON






