Acknowledgments

IN ONE FORM or another, this book has been with me since I was a college
student. In the time that has passed, I have incurred debts too many to men-
tion and too substantial ever to repay.

Most important among my creditors are the suburbanites who shared their
time, their stories, and their trust with me. Deserving special mention are
Grace Bolden, Stephen and Ruby Hall, Lula Hitchcock, the late Essie Kirklen,
Paula Mays, Keith Moore, and the late William Wheeler. For the grace and
openheartedness they extended to me, I am forever grateful.

Financial support from many institutions was indispensable to the com-
pletion of this project. A Richard Hofstadter Fellowship from Columbia Uni-
versity supported this work as a dissertation. Grants from the Walter Reuther
Archives at Wayne State University, the Historical Society of Southern Cali-
fornia, and the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library defrayed the cost of re-
search. At San Diego State University, a Faculty Development Program grant
subsidized travel to collections in Atlanta, and two Research, Scholarship and
Creative Activity grants afforded leaves from teaching during which I wrote
substantial portions of the manuscript. I also received assistance from the Na-
tional Endowment for Humanities at two critical junctures; a 1994 Summer
Seminar grant brought me to the University of Kansas, where I began re-
working my dissertation, and a Fellowship for College Teachers in 2002 made
it possible for me to complete the manuscript.

Just as consequential was the generosity of friends and family, who made a
place for me in their homes while I researched, wrote, or presented my work.
Jack and Christina Alfandary, Chuck Baker, Charles Bares, Michael Clancy,
Dee and Bill Clancy, Louis and Jackie English, Joyce LeMelle, Elizabeth Nico-
laides, Becky Nicolaides and David Weisenberg, Laura and Corey Patrick,
Christopher Stark and Mary Corbin Sies, Maria and T. R. Turner, and Hawk
Smith and Yinka Akinsulure-Smith, there is a light on in the spare bedroom for
you, and the sheets are turned down.



X «  Acknowledgments

Teachers, mentors, and colleagues nourished this project from its infancy.
Alan Nagel and Sandra Barkan at the University of Iowa provided compelling
models of a scholarly life; at Columbia University, the late James Shenton,
Elizabeth Blackmar, Alan Brinkley, Marc Weiss, Saskia Sassen, and especially
Kenneth Jackson challenged me through words and deeds to conceptualize
this study in the broadest possible terms. At Barnard College, the late William
McNeil, Herbert Sloan, Rosalind Rosenberg, and Ester Fuchs afforded me an
office, encouragement, and a computer to begin. Ann Schofield, Angel
Kwolek-Folland, Peter Mancall and Lisa Bitel, William Tuttle, and David Katz-
man welcomed me to the University of Kansas and touched my work and my
life in unforgettable ways. I owe a special thanks to David Katzman, who
helped me become a better writer. I also feel lucky to have met Michael French,
whose friendship and intellectual companionship have made life in San Diego
so much more agreeable. At San Diego State University, I received support
and encouragement from many colleagues. I am especially grateful to Ray-
mond Starr and Frank Stites, who helped me adjust to a new city; to Matt
Kuefler and Cristina Rivera-Garza, who provided models of wit and produc-
tivity despite the workload; and to Lisa Cobbs-Hoffman, Joanne Ferraro, and
Harry McDean for their sound advice and mentorship along the way. I owe a
special thanks to Ted Kornweibel and Bill and Aimee Lee Cheek, who read and
reviewed a draft of the manuscript.

Like all academic projects, this one rests on a foundation that other scholars
have built. My footnotes may be read as a long and grateful acknowledgment,
but I wish to confirm my special debt to the scholarship of James Borchert, Liz-
abeth Cohen, Robert Fishman, Clifford Geertz, Steven Gregory, Richard Har-
ris, David Harvey, Dolores Hayden, Bruce Haynes, Kenneth Jackson, Earl
Lewis, George Lipsitz, John Logan, Becky Nicolaides, Harold Rose, Robert
Self, Carol Stack, Thomas Sugrue, and Henry L. Taylor Jr. In ways both subtle
and obvious, their ideas were signposts that helped me find my way. A number
of scholars also commented on material that became part of this manuscript.
Through their criticisms, Alan Brinkley, Lizabeth Cohen, Spencer Crew,
Robert Fairbanks, Robert Fishman, Thomas Hanchett, Kenneth Jackson, An-
gel Kwolek-Folland, Earl Lewis, Katherine Newman, Darlene Roth, Quintard
Taylor, Mark Weiss, Leslie Wilson, and William H. Wilson strengthened this
project in innumerable ways. Four other scholars made unique contributions.
I was planning a senior thesis and actually looking for someone else when I
poked my head into Henry Taylor’s office for directions in 1986. More than an
hour later I emerged with a bibliography, methodologies, questions, and the
conviction that the African American suburb I hoped to study was part of



Acknowledgments - xi

something much larger. With his help and encouragement, I have been build-
ing on this groundwork ever since. I am also grateful to Richard Harris, whose
exceptionally creative and thorough scholarship made a safe place for the study
of working-class suburbs and whose friendship has led to numerous insights
through the years. Mary Corbin Sies urged me to investigate more explicitly
the theories that underlay my work, initiating a dialogue that continues to bear
fruit. Lastly, Becky Nicolaides has been my friend, ally, and collaborator since
we shared an address and a view of the Hudson River in the late 1980s. Her
exclamation-filled encouragements were unfailing and, to me, invaluable.

I was fortunate to receive professional and technical assistance from many
people. At the University of Chicago Press, Robert Devens, Elizabeth Branch
Dyson, and Erin DeWitt shepherded the book through production with pre-
cision and good humor. James Grossman set high expectations for this book,
and he had faith that I could approach them. Carla Anderson, John Archer,
Christopher Clarke-Hazlett, and Timothy Crimmins went out of their way to
share photographs. Amy Williams of the Library of Congress, Photographs
and Prints Division, provided able assistance in finding and reproducing ma-
terial from their collections. Charlotte Brooks generously granted permission
to use a montage of her photographs for the cover. Kathy Holcomb tran-
scribed my Atlanta interviews, and Kelly Camps compiled bibliographic ma-
terial for chapter 9. Tom Ferenger and Jon Rizzo, extraordinarily professional
staff members at San Diego State’s Instructional Technology Services depart-
ment, helped me prepare photographs and illustrations. Harry D. Johnson,
staff cartographer for SDSU’s Department of Geography, created maps with
evident pride of craftsmanship.

Several people deserve special recognition. More than anyone, Ted Wheeler
deserves credit for setting and keeping me on the road that led to this book. As
coach, mentor, and friend for more than twenty years, he has served as an ex-
emplar of humanism and personal integrity. He challenged me to investigate
race and inequality by going home to the suburbs, and he offered ceaseless ad-
vice —usually by phone before seven in the morning—to listen carefully and
to trust my instincts. My parents, Jim and Nancy Wiese, have been my biggest
fans since before I can remember. They encouraged my every pursuit with the
same loving enthusiasm. They know how long this project has been brewing
and how much I gave up in the meantime. Finally, this book is dedicated to
my wife, Marfa Ibarra, who read every word, challenged my assumptions,
took me to the beach whether I needed it or not, and asked with arched eye-
brows, “Did you eat?” Her love was the best reason of all to put my pencil
down and send this book to the publisher.






