THE
IMPORTANCE OF
BEING URBAN



mﬂ_

HISTORICAL STUDIES OF URBAN AMERICA

Edited by Lilia Fernandez, Timothy J. Gilfoyle, Becky M. Nicolaides,
and Amanda I. Seligman
James R. Grossman, Editor Emeritus

RECENT TITLES IN THE SERIES

Kara Schlichting, New York Recentered: Build-
ing the Metropolis from the Shore

Mark Wild, Renewal: Liberal Protestants and
the American City after World War IT

Meredith Oda, The Gateway to the Pacific:
Japanese Americans and the Remaking of San
Francisco

Sean Dinces, Bulls Markets: Chicago’s Basket-
ball Business and the New Inequality

Julia Guarneri, Newsprint Metropolis: City
Papers and the Making of Modern Americans

Kyle B. Roberts, Evangelical Gotham: Religion
and the Making of New York City, 1783-1860

Timothy B. Neary, Crossing Parish Bound-
aries: Race, Sports, and Catholic Youth in
Chicago, 19141954

Julia Rabig, The Fixers: Devolution, Develop-
ment, and Civil Society in Newark, 1960-1990

Amanda I. Seligman, Chicago’s Block Clubs:
How Neighbors Shape the City

Aaron Shkuda, The Lofis of SoHo: Gentrifica-
tion, Art, and Industry in New York, 1950-1980

Mark Krasovic, The Newark Frontier: Commu-
nity Action in the Great Society

Ansley T. Erickson, Making the Unequal
Metropolis: School Desegregation and Its Limits

Andrew L. Slap and Frank Towers, eds.,
Confederate Cities: The Urban South during the
Civil War Era

Evan Friss, The Cycling City: Bicycles and
Urban America in the 1890s

Ocean Howell, Making the Mission: Planning
and Ethnicity in San Francisco

Benjamin Looker, A Nation of Neighborhoods:
Imagining Cities, Communities, and Democ-
racy in Postwar America

Nancy H. Kwak, A World of Homeowners:
American Power and the Politics of Housing Aid

Andrew R. Highsmith, Demolition Means
Progress: Flint, Michigan, and the Fate of the
American Metropolis

Lila Corwin Berman, Metropolitan Jews:
Politics, Race, and Religion in Postwar Detroit

Gillian O’Brien, Blood Runs Green: The
Murder That Transfixed Gilded Age Chicago

Marta Gutman, A City for Children: Women,
Architecture, and the Charitable Landscapes
of Oakland, 1850-1950

N. D. B. Connolly, A World More Concrete:
Real Estate and the Remaking of Jim Crow
South Florida

Cindy R. Lobel, Urban Appetites: Food and
Culture in Nineteenth-Century New York

Jeffrey Helgeson, Crucibles of Black Empower-
ment: Chicago’s Neighborhood Politics from the
New Deal to Harold Washington

Christopher Lowen Agee, The Streets of
San Francisco: Policing and the Creation of
a Cosmopolitan Liberal Politics, 19501972

Camilo José Vergara, Harlem: The Unmaking
of a Ghetto

Sarah Jo Peterson, Planning the Home Front:
Building Bombers and Communities at Willow
Run

A complete list of series titles is available on the University of Chicago Press website.



THE
IMPORTANCE OF
BEING URBAN

Designing the Progressive
School District, 1890-1940

DAVID A. GAMSON

The University of Chicago Press
Chicago and London



The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637

The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London

© 2019 by The University of Chicago

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in
any manner whatsoever without written permission, except in the case
of brief quotations in critical articles and reviews. For more informa-
tion, contact the University of Chicago Press, 1427 E. 60oth St., Chicago,
IL 60637.

Published 2019

Printed in the United States of America

28 27 26 25 24 23 22 21 20 19 12345

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-63454-8 (cloth)
ISBN-13: 978-0-226-63468-5 (e-book)
por: https://doi.org/10.7208/chicago/9780226634685.001.0001

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Gamson, David, author.

Title: The importance of being urban : designing the progressive
school district, 1890-1940 / David A. Gamson.

Other titles: Historical studies of urban America.

Description: Chicago ; London : The University of Chicago Press, 2019. |
Series: Historical studies of urban America

Identifiers: LCCN 2018056060 | ISBN 9780226634548 (cloth : alk. paper) |
ISBN 9780226634685 (e-book)

Subjects: LCSH: Urban schools—United States. | School districts—
United States.

Classification: LCC LC5131.G35 2019 | DDC 370.9173/2—dc23

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018056060

This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO 239.48-1992
(Permanence of Paper).



To David Tyack (1930-2016),
the one best mentor,

and

Ian and Nancy Gamson,

the two best parents






