CONTENTS

Introduction 6

Evolution & diversity of snakes &
What is a snake? 72

Prey & hunting 78

Enemies & defense 22
Reproductive strategies 26
Snakes & humankind 32

The snakes 36
SCOLECOPHIDIA 38

ALETHINOPHIDIA: AMEROPHIDIA 64
ALETHINOPHIDIA: AFROPHIDIA: HENOPHIDIA 70
ALETHINOPHIDIA: AFROPHIDIA: CAENOPHIDIA 726

Glossary 646
Resources 648
Index of common names 650

Index of scientific names 653

Index o f taxonomic groups 655
Acknowledgments 656




