
Map Men





Map Men

Steven Seegel

The Univers ity  of  Chicago Press

Chicago and London

Transnational  L ives  and Deaths  of  Geographers 
in  the  Making of  East  Central  Europe



The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637
The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London

© 2018 by The University of Chicago
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or 
reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written 

permission, except in the case of brief quotations in critical 
articles and reviews. For more information, contact the 
University of Chicago Press, 1427 E. 60th St., Chicago, 

IL 60637.
Published 2018

Printed in the United States of America

27  26  25  24  23  22  21  20  19  18    1  2  3  4  5

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-43849-8 (cloth)
ISBN-13: 978-0-226-43852-8 (e-book)

DOI: 10.7208/chicago/9780226438528.001.0001

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Seegel, Steven, author.
Title: Map men : transnational lives and deaths of geogra-

phers in the making of East Central Europe / Steven Seegel.
Description: Chicago ; London : The University of Chicago 
Press, 2018. | Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017034931 | ISBN 9780226438498 (cloth : 
alk. paper) | ISBN 9780226438528 (e-book)

Subjects: LCSH: Geographers—Europe, Central—
Biography. | Geographers—Europe, Eastern—Biography. | 

Geographers—United States—Biography. | Penck, Albrecht, 
1858–1945. | Romer, Eugeniusz, 1871–1954. | Rudnyts’kyi, 

Stepan, 1877–1937. | Bowman, Isaiah, 1878–1950. | Teleki, Pál, 
gróf, 1879–1941.

Classification: LCC G67 .S44 2018 | DDC 910.92/2437—dc23
LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017034931

♾ This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO 
Z39.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).



Biographies are like seashells; not much can be learned from 
them about the mollusk that once lived inside them.

Czesław Miłosz, Miłosz’s ABCs (2001)

I like maps, because they lie.
Because they give no access to the vicious truth.
Because great-heartedly, good-naturedly
they spread before me a world
not of this world.

Wisława Szymborska, “Map” (2011)




