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Kay Guildner, and Susan Peschel at the AGSL of the University of  Wisconsin-
Milwaukee; Ksenya Kiebuzinski at the University of Toronto; Chloe Raub 
and Richard P. Tollo at George Washington University; Barbara Bulat and 
Anna Graff at Jagiellonian University Library; Árpád Magyar and Gabriella 
Petz at the Archive of the Hungarian Geographical Society; László Csiszár at 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences; György Danku at the National Széchényi 
Library; János Kubassek at the Hungarian Geographical Museum; Heinz-Peter 
Brogiato and Bruno Schelhaas at the Leibniz-Institut für Landeskunde in Leip-
zig; and Christian Lotz at the Herder-Institut in Marburg. Colleen Stewart 
hunted down many items through Interlibrary Loan. I owe a special thanks 
to Laura Connolly in Humanities and Social Sciences, and Joan Clinefelter, 
Nick Syrett, Fritz Fischer, and Diana Kelly in History for their continued sup-
port. I am grateful to all of my immediate colleagues for conversation, in par-
ticular Mike Welsh (and his early morning aroma of blueberry bagels), Nick 
Syrett, T.J. Tomlin, Robbie Weis, Corinne Wieben, and Aaron Haberman 
who suggested things to read. My graduate students Amber Nickell, Chandra 
Powers-Wersch, Nicole Farina, Brian Zielenski, and John Všetečka opened 
new avenues for me to explore.

In addition, I am lucky to have knowledgeable friends and colleagues who 
took time to offer critical feedback, support, and advice. Among them are 
Nathan Wood, Tim Snyder, Sue Schulten, Jeremy Crampton, Mark Bassin, 
Mike Heffernan, Geoffrey J. Martin, Ute Wardenga, Norman Henniges, Kelly 
O’Neill, Serhii Plokhy, Alfred Rieber, Kate Brown, Li Bennich-Björkman, 
Gunnar Olsson, Christian Abrahamsson, Elżbieta Święcicki, Debbie Cohen, 
Tarik Cyril Amar, Per Rudling, Susan Pedersen, Pamela H. Smith, Pey-Yi 
Chu, Padraic Kenney, Jeff Veidlinger, Hiroaki Kuromiya, Katie Hiatt Matilla, 
Patrick Michelson, Marina Mogilner, Keely Stauter-Halsted, Małgorzata Fi-
delis, Ilya Gerasimov, Laura Hostetler, Michael Müller, Kai Struve, Claudia 
Kraft, Guido Hausmann, Olga Bertelsen, Peter Haslinger, Agnes Laba, Matt 
Pauly, Kathryn Ciancia, Liliya Berezhnaya, Heidi Hein-Kircher, Amelia 
Mukhamel Glaser, Martha Lampland, Patrick Patterson, Masha Rybakova, Ed 
Beasley, Lynn Lubamersky, Karin Friedrichs, Ilya Vinkovetsky, Igor Barinov, 
Jan Surman, Ina Alber, Darek Gierczak, Oleh Shablii, Oleksandra Vis’tak-
Posivnych, Barbara Romer, Iryna Matsevko, Andrij Bojarov, Sofia Dyak, and 
Karl Schlögel. My former Brown-Harvard mentors Pat Herlihy and the late 
Abbott (Tom) Gleason, Mary Gluck, Dominique Arel, Roman Szporluk, and 
Omer Bartov appear in one form or another on the pages.

xii  ·  ﻿Acknowledgments



Perhaps the book’s most daunting challenge was to understand where Hun-
gary fits in a global context, in and beyond East Central Europe. Back in 2010, I  
decided to take the plunge as a Slavist and learn Hungarian from scratch—from 
a classically trained punk musician. It turned out to be one of the most reward-
ing choices I have ever made. Köszönöm szépen to my patient language teach-
ers Menyus Böröcz, Szilvia Kristofori-Bertényi, and Valéria Varga. Historians 
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