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This book has its origins in an international conference, “The Complete 

Petrarch: A Life’s Work,” which took place in 2004 as the First An-

nual Joseph and Elda Coccia Centennial Celebration of Italian Culture at 

the University of Pennsylvania. Sponsored by the Center for Italian Stud-

ies at Penn and supported by a generous gift from the Coccia Foundation, 

that event still lives in its accompanying library exhibit, “Petrarch at 700,” 

open to visitors at http://www.library.upenn.edu/exhibits/rbm/petrarch/. 

The volume editors are grateful to the Coccias for their academic philan-

thropy, to Millicent Marcus, who as Director of the Center for Italian 

Studies graciously assisted in the conference planning, and to Nicola Gen-

tile, Associate Director of the Center, who provided essential, energetic or-

ganizational support.

The volume editors would also like to thank our respective institutions, 

both for making possible scholarly leave time that has gone into the prepar-

ation of this volume and for sharing equally in the fi nancial subvention of 

its publication. We express our appreciation to Danielle Allen, who during 

her tenure as Dean of the Humanities at the University of Chicago, con-

tributed to that funding. Penn’s part came in the form of a Henry Salvatori 

Research Grant, kindly authorized by the Faculty Advisory Committee 

of the Penn Center for Italian Studies under the collegial directorship of 

Michael Cole.
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