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Tax·on·o·my
takʹsänəmē/
noun Biology
the branch of science concerned with classification, especially 
of organisms; systematics
1. the classification of something, especially organisms: “the 
taxonomy of these fossils”
2. a scheme of classification

plural noun: taxonomies
“a taxonomy of smells”

ORIGIN: early nineteenth century: coined in French from the 
Greek taxis, meaning “arrangement” and nomia, meaning 
“distribution”

The beginning of wisdom is to call things by their proper names.
Confucius

Collections are large-scale research facilities. The problem is, they 
don’t look like it. If you go to the Large Hadron Collider or if you 
go and look at some other particle accelerator or a radio telescope 
or something, you go in and there’s lights and there’s switches and 
there’s things that make noises. It’s all gleaming and clean, and 
there are people running around doing stuff on computers. It looks 
very high-tech. If you into the basement of a museum and you see 
a bunch of jars on shelves, you don’t necessarily say, “That’s in the 
same category of things as a particle accelerator.”

But it is.
Christopher Norris, Yale Peabody Museum of Natural History

Nomina sunt consequentia rerum.
(Names are the consequences of things.)
Dante




