
THE MAN  

WHO STOLE HIMSELF





THE MAN  

WHO STOLE HIMSELF

THE SLAVE ODYSSEY OF  

HANS JONATHAN

GISLI PALSSON

Translated from the Icelandic by Anna Yates

the university of chicago press

chicago and london



The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637

The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London

© 2016 by The University of Chicago

All rights reserved. Published 2016.

Printed in the United States of America

Revised and updated from the original Icelandic edition Hans Jónatan, maðurinn 
sem stal sjálfum sér, published by Mál og menning, Reykjavík, © 2014 by Gisli 

Palsson.

25 24 23 22 21 20 19 18 17 16  1 2 3 4 5

isbn- 13: 978- 0- 226- 31328- 3 (cloth)

isbn- 13: 978- 0- 226- 31331- 3 (e- book)

doi: 10.7208/chicago/9780226313313.001.0001

   This translation has been published  

with the financial  support of  

The Icelandic Literature Center.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Gísli Pálsson, 1949– author.

Title: The man who stole himself : the slave odyssey of Hans Jonathan / Gisli 

Palsson ; translated from the Icelandic by Anna Yates.

Other titles: Hans Jónatan. English

Description: Chicago ; London : The University of Chicago Press, 2016. | 

 Includes bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: lccn 2016006354 |isbn 9780226313283 (cloth : alk. paper) | isbn 

9780226313313 (e-book)

Subjects: lcsh: Hans Jónatan, 1784–1827. | Fugitive slaves—Iceland — 

Djúpivogur—Biography.

Classification: lcc dl373.h37 g5713 2016 | ddc 306.3/62092—dc23 lc record 

available at http://lccn.loc.gov/2016006354

♾ This paper meets the requirements of ansi/niso z39.48– 1992 (Permanence of 

Paper).



For my grandchildren,
Gisli Thor, Jon Bjarni, and Saga Ros




