
This project is part of the National Bureau of Economic Research’s Program 
on Children, which seeks to bring economists together to study the range of 
issues related to child well- being. I am grateful to Martin Feldstein, former 
President of the NBER, for the suggestions and encouragement that pro-
vided the impetus for this project.

This project was supported by generous funding from the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation. I am grateful to Brian Lyght at the Casey Foundation for his 
assistance through the project. While I thank the Foundation for their sup-
port, I also acknowledge that the fi ndings and conclusions presented in 
this report are those of the authors alone, and do not necessarily refl ect the 
opinions of the Foundation.

The papers in this volume were presented at a conference at Amelia Island 
Plantation in April 2007. The NBER conference staff, and in particular Brett 
Maranjian, worked tirelessly to make this a terrifi c experience for everyone 
involved. Helena Fitz- Patrick was her usual expert self  in guiding us through 
the review process and turning these papers into a fi nal volume.

Acknowledgments

ix




