
New York Undercover



Staying Italian: Urban Change and Ethnic Life 

in Postwar Toronto and Philadelphia 

by Jordan Stanger-Ross

African American Urban History since World 

War II

edited by Kenneth L. Kusmer and Joe W. 

Trotter 

Blueprint for Disaster: The Unraveling of Public 

Housing in Chicago

by D. Bradford Hunt

Alien Neighbors, Foreign Friends: Asian Ameri-

cans, Housing, and the Transformation of Urban 

California

by Charlotte Brooks 

The Problem of Jobs: Liberalism, Race, and Dein-

dustrialization in Philadelphia

by Guian A. McKee 

Chicago Made: Factory Networks in the Indus-

trial Metropolis

by Robert Lewis 

The Flash Press: Sporting Male Weeklies in 

1840s New York

by Patricia Cline Cohen, Timothy J. Gilfoyle, 

and Helen Lefkowitz Horowitz 

in association with the American Antiquarian 

Society 

Slumming: Sexual and Racial Encounters in 

American Nightlife, 1885–1940

by Chad Heap 

Colored Property: State Policy and White Racial 

Politics in Suburban America

by David M. P. Freund

Selling the Race: Culture, Community, and Black 

Chicago, 1940–1955

by Adam Green

The New Suburban History

edited by Kevin M. Kruse and Thomas J. 

Sugrue

Millennium Park: Creating a Chicago Landmark

by Timothy J. Gilfoyle

Additional series titles follow index

ALSO IN THE SERIES

HISTORICAL STUDIES OF URBAN AMERICA

Edited by Timothy J. Gilfoyle, James R. Grossman, and Becky M. Nicolaides



New York Undercover
Private Surveillance in the Progressive Era

J ennifer        F ronc  

The University of Chicago Press
Chicago and London



Jennifer Fronc is assistant professor of history at the University of  

Massachusetts, Amherst.

The University of Chicago Press, Chicago 60637

The University of Chicago Press, Ltd., London

© 2009 by The University of Chicago

All rights reserved. Published 2009

Printed in the United States of America

18  17  16  15  14  13  12  11  10  09      1 2 3 4 5

ISBN-13: 978-0-226-26609-1 (cloth)

ISBN-10: 0-226-26609-5 (cloth)

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Fronc, Jennifer, 1974–

  New York undercover : private surveillance in the Progressive Era / Jennifer 

Fronc.

      p.  cm.

  Includes bibliographical references and index.

  ISBN-13: 978-0-226-26609-1 (cloth : alk. paper)

  ISBN-10: 0-226-26609-5 (cloth : alk. paper)  1. Undercover operations— 

New York (State)—New York—History.  2. Social problems—New York 

(State)—New York—History.  3. Social action—New York (State)—New 

York—History.  4. New York (N.Y.)—Social conditions—History.  5. New 

York (N.Y.)—History—1898–1951.  I. Title.

  HN80.N5F764 2009

  303.48'4097471—dc22

2009023518

The final, definitive version of chapter 4 was published in the Journal of Urban 

History as “The Horns of the Dilemma: Race Mixing and the Enforcement of 

Jim Crow in New York City,” 33, no. 1 (November 2006) by SAGE Publica-

tions Ltd. The online version can be found at http://juh.sagepub.com/cgi/ 

content/abstract/33/1/3.
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