
A C K N OW L E D G M E N T S

In order to acknowledge those who have helped produce this book, I must 

go back considerably further than most scholars usually do because I am 

truly indebted to those who have infl uenced and supported my education 

since I can fi rst remember. Several women in my life were my fi rst teachers: 

my mother, my grandmother, and the women who taught me at Komen-

sky Elementary School and Skinner Classical School—Sherry Sharvat, Fran 

Allen, and Roseanne Patterson, among others. Each of them in her own 

way instilled in me a love of learning and an interest in history that drew a 

child like me down the unlikely path to a doctoral degree and the writing 

of a book. As I continued to develop intellectually, the teachers at the Latin 

School of Chicago—including Jill Acker, Ernestine Austin, Ingrid Dorer 

Fitzpatrick, Lillian Mackal, and especially David Spruance—continued to 

develop my passion for intellectual inquiry and a love of history and writ-

ing. They gave me the foundation that took me to college and prepared me 

for an unexpected academic career.

I am a native-born Chicagoan, and this project emerged out of my in-

terest in understanding the city’s Mexican and Puerto Rican communities 

and their histories. I greatly appreciate the people who allowed me to do 

oral histories with them—Alicia Amador, Carlos Arango, Sijisfredo Aviles, 

Phil Ayala, Mathew Barcelo, Maria Cerda, the Reverend Walter L. Coleman, 

Linda Coronado, Joe Escamilla, Rosemary Escamilla, Hector and María 

Gamboa, Jesus García, Jane Garza-Mancillas, Dr. Aida Giachello, “Cha 

Che” Gomez, Rosa Hernandez de la Llata, José “Cha Cha” Jiménez, Profes-

sor Luis Leal, Monse Lucas-Figueroa, María Mangual, Pablo Medina, María 

Ovalle, Laura Paz, Sylvia Puente, Gamaliel Ramírez, Leonard Ramírez, 

Modesto Rivera, Myrna Rodriguez, Aida Sanchez-Romano, Steve Schensul, 

Gwen Stern, Carlos Valencia, Mike Vásquez, and Pat Wright. They gave gen-



x / Acknowledgments

erously of their time and connected me with other important community 

leaders. Special thanks to Phil Ayala, who welcomed me into El Centro de 

la Causa like an old friend and shared with me the agency’s historical ar-

chives. John Harrington shared with me a copy of his dissertation. The late 

Alicia Amador allowed me access to her personal archives, as did  Leticia 

Guerrero. María Pesqueira and Carmelo Rodriguez graciously gave me ac-

cess to the records and private archives of Mujeres Latinas en Acción, be-

fore my visit inspired them to deposit them at DePaul University’s Special 

Collections. The late María Mangual also shared generously of her time to 

tell me how she helped start Mujeres.

My mentors and advisers, Vicki L. Ruiz and Ramón Gutiérrez, provided 

invaluable guidance and direction when I fi rst started this project and have 

been supportive throughout my academic career. Thanks also to Yen Es-

piritu, George Lipsitz, Matt García, Gabriela Arredondo, Anne Martínez, 

Mike Innis-Jiménez, Jim Barrett, Gina Pérez, Pablo Mitchell, Adrian Bur-

gos, David Gutiérrez, and Carmen Whalen, who have all enthusiastically 

supported my scholarship.

This book could have not been completed without the assistance of 

the archivists and librarians who helped me with research at a number 

of places: the Chicago History Museum; the Municipal Reference Collec-

tion and the Special Collections at the Harold Washington Branch of the 

Chicago Public Library; the university archives at the University of Notre 

Dame; and the Special Collections Library at Stanford University. Special 

thanks go to Mary Diaz at the Special Collections Library at the Univer-

sity of Illinois at Chicago; Martin Tuohy at the National Archives and Re-

cords Administration, Great Lakes Region; Kathryn DeGraff and Morgen 

Mac Intosh at Special Collections, DePaul University Library; Juan Carlos 

Román, Neftali Quintán, and José Charón at the Archivo General de Puerto 

Rico; Julio E. Quirós Alcalá and staff at the Fundación Luis Muñoz Marín; 

Amílcar Tirado at the University of Puerto Rico, Río Piedras; and Nélida 

Pérez, Pedro Juan Hernández, Félix Rivera, Jorge Matos, and their staff at El 

Centro de Estudios Puertorriqueños, Hunter College.

This book benefi tted from generous funding from the Center for the 

Study of Race and Ethnicity at the University of California, San Diego; a 

Ford Foundation Dissertation Fellowship as well as a Ford Foundation 

Postdoctoral Fellowship hosted by Brown University; and a Chancellor’s 

Postdoctoral Fellowship hosted by the Latino/a Studies Program at the Uni-

versity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. The College of Arts and Humani-

ties and the History Department at Ohio State University also provided me 

critical research funds.



Acknowledgments / xi

Numerous people have commented on my work or offered feedback at 

various stages. Gina Pérez, Carmen Whalen, and Merída Rua gave me sug-

gestions and references early on in my research that proved very useful. The 

organizers of the Mexican American History Workshop at the University of 

Houston—Luis Alvarez, Monica Perales, Raul Ramos, and Guadalupe San 

Miguel—and their participants provided a wonderful environment for ex-

changing work and offering one another suggestions. I thank Gina Pérez, 

Shelley Lee, and Pablo Mitchell at Oberlin College and the audiences at 

numerous academic conferences. During my year at the University of Illi-

nois, Urbana-Champaign, I found a supportive community among Arlene 

Torres, Lisa Cacho, Richard T. Rodriguez, Isabel Molina, Adrian Burgos, 

Larry Parker, Wanda Pillow, James D. Anderson, Aide Acosta, and Abel Cor-

rea. At Brown University, thanks go to Evelyn Hu-DeHart, Rhacel Parrenas, 

Matt García, Elliott Gorn, and Samuel Zipp.

Thanks to dear friends Angelica Rivera, Dalia Rodríguez, Jillian Baez, 

Julie Hua, and Grace Kim for their friendship, support, and encouragement 

since our days in graduate school. Solangel Cubas, Adey Fisseha, Lourdes 

Castro-Ramírez, Jorge Ramírez, Luis and Rosa Urrieta, and their families 

have offered their friendship and welcomed me into their homes on vari-

ous occasions.

In the History Department at Ohio State University, a number of col-

leagues have provided a warm and welcoming community and have kindly 

read my work and given me important feedback. Thanks to Leslie Alex-

ander, Judy Wu, Stephanie Smith, Hasan Jeffries, Mytheli Sreenivas, Alcira 

Dueñas, Ousman Kobo, Ahmad Sikainga, Derek Heng, Ying Zhang, Kevin 

Boyle, Lucy Murphy, James Genova, Susan Hartmann, Birgitte Soland, Ken 

Andrien, Donna Guy, Bill Childs, David Steigerwald, David Stebenne, Mar-

garet Newell, Robin Judd, Chris Otter, Manse Blackford, and Steve Conn. 

Theodora Dragostinova and Kristina Sessa formed a wonderful writing 

group with me in which we shared insightful and helpful comments with 

one another across our vastly different fi elds. Wendy Smooth motivated me 

as a great writing partner as well. Graduate students Angela Ryan, Danielle 

Olden, Delia Fernandez, and Cameron Shriver offered critical research as-

sistance, as did one of OSU’s fi nest history undergraduates, Kyle Lincicome. 

The Latino/a Studies faculty and those affi liated with the Center for Latin 

American Studies at OSU (Pat Enciso, Guisela Latorre, Frederick Aldama, 

Theresa Delgadillo, Jeff Cohen, Ignacio Corona, and Laura Podalsky) have 

provided a supportive community, as have Debra Moddelmog, Pranav Jani, 

Joe Ponce, Chad Allen, Maurice Stevens, Mark Walters, and members of 

OSU’s Latino/a community (Indra Leyva-Santiago, Inés Valdez, Francisco 



xii / Acknowledgments

Gómez-Bellengé, Yolanda Zepeda, José Cabral, Valente Alvarez, and Victor 

Mora). Special thanks go to Leslie Alexander, Judy Wu, Stephanie Smith, 

Lucy Murphy, and Debra Moddelmog for their warm friendship and un-

wavering support.

The staff at the University of Chicago Press did tremendous work to see 

this book come to press. A special thanks to Robert Devens, who took an 

interest in the project from the beginning and has guided it over its long 

journey. Thanks to the series editors and to Mary Corrado and Russell Da-

mian. Susan Cohan did meticulous copyediting, and I thank her for all her 

hard work and patience. Lorrin Thomas and an anonymous reviewer pro-

vided excellent comments and suggestions and improved this manuscript 

signifi cantly. All errors and omissions are of course my own.

Finally, I thank my family for their support and inspiration. Our every-

day lived experiences, especially those of my late grandmother, provided 

the spark for my academic exploration. I did not fully understand and ap-

preciate the historical signifi cance of my grandmother’s stories until she 

passed away, and while she did not see this book come to fruition, she 

is in these pages nonetheless. I thank my mother, brothers, sisters, their 

spouses, and my niece and nephews for all their love and support. They 

have waited very patiently to see the completion of this book, which I dedi-

cate to them.



Lake
Michigan

 1 Rogers Park

 2 West Ridge

 3 Uptown

 4 Lincoln Square

 5 North Center

 6 Lake View

 7 Lincoln Park

 8 Near North Side

 9 Edison Park

 10 Norwood Park

 11 Jefferson Park

 12 Forest Glen

 13 North Park

 14 Albany Park

 15 Portage Park

 16 Irving Park

 17 Dunning

 18 Montclare

 19 Belmont Cragin

 20 Hermosa

 21 Avondale

 22 Logan Square

 23 Humboldt Park

 24 West Town

 25 Austin

 26 West Garfield Park

 27 East Garfield Park

 28 Near West Side

 29 North Lawndale

 30 South Lawndale

 31 Lower West Side

 

 

 32 Loop

 33 Near South Side

 34 Armour Square

 35 Douglas

 36 Oakland

 37 Fuller Park

 38 Grand Boulevard

 39 Kenwood

 40 Washington Park

 41 Hyde Park

 42 Woodlawn

 43 South Shore

 44 Chatham

 45 Avalon Park

 46 South Chicago

 47 Burnside

 48 Calumet Heights

 49 Roseland

 50 Pullman

 

 51 South Deering

 52 East Side

 53 West Pullman

 54 Riverdale

 55 Hegewisch

 56 Garfield Ridge

 57 Archer Heights

 58 Brighton Park

 59 Mckinley Park

 60 Bridgeport

 61 New City

 62 West Elsdon

 63 Gage Park

 64 Clearing

 65 West Lawn

 66 Chicago Lawn

 67 West Englewood

 68 Englewood

 69 Greater Grand Crossing

 70 Ashburn

 71 Auburn Gresham

 72 Beverly

 73 Washington Heights

 74 Mount Greenwood

 75 Morgan Park

 76 O'Hare

 77 Edgewater

47

54

1
2

3
4

5 6

9

11

12

13

14

15 16
17

18 19
20

21

22

25

26 27

29

32

33
34

35

36

37 38
39

40 41

42

43

44 45 46

48

49 50

51

52

55

53

56

57
58

59
60

61

62

65 66
67 68

69

70 71

72
73

74
75

77

64

63

76
10

7

23 24 8

28

30

31

7

23 24 8

28

30

31

107th

138th

127th

119th

103rd

95th

87th

79th

63rd

55th

47th

Pershing

31st 

Cermak

Roosevelt

Madison

Chicago

North

Fullerton

Belmont

Irving Park

Foster

Bryn Mawr

Devon

Oakton

C
u
m

b
e
rl

an
d

H
ar

le
m

A
u
st

in

C
ic

e
ro

K
e
d
zi

e

D
am

e
n

H
al

st
e
d

St
at

e

St
o

n
y 

Is
la

n
d

T
o

rr
e
n
ce

0 4
Scale (miles):

N

Primary
areas of focus

Chicago
Community Areas

Index of
Community Areas

Il
lin

o
is

In
d
ia

n
a

Figure 1. Chicago community areas.




