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The conference that was the germ of this book initially unfolded when Su-
sanna Hecht and I were fellows at the Center for Advanced Study in the Be-
havioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford, sitting under the oak trees, eating
lunch, and bemoaning the lack of effort on the social histories and ecologies
ofinhabited landscapes. We were doing exactly what we were supposed to do
at such a place, which exists to provide adequate time to think, away from the
usual scramble from class to committee meeting. Susanna’s insistence on the
critical importance of and inattention to woodland resurgence made me
take a closer look at my own data from South Asia, where the dominant nar-
rative of environmental change is one of progressive, inevitable forest loss
through time, a trope that, as it turns out, only partially reflects actual veg-
etation trajectories. The complexity of the relationships between humans
and forests, it was clear, required a range of disciplinary approaches, and
so the idea of an international and interdisciplinary conference was born.
The ideal venue for this conference was the newly formed Program on
the Global Environment (PGE) at the University of Chicago. The director
of PGE, Mark Lycett, invited us to hold the inaugural conference for his
program on May 30 and 31, 2008. We thank him for his confidence in the
project and for the significant financial and staff support provided by PGE.
Planning for the conference was greatly facilitated by adding Christine Pa-
doch to the editorial team. Christine and I joined Susanna one weekend in
Princeton, where she was a fellow at the Institute for Advanced Study; there
we brainstormed about what might be the best approach and developed a
set of names. We would like to thank all of the presenters and participants
who made the conference such a success, including those who were unable
to contribute papers to the volume. Ecologists, historians, geographers,
anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists, and others interacted conge-
nially and shared ideas, approaches, and excitement in a way suggesting
the importance of this topic and the value of interdisciplinary approaches.
Staff at the Center for International Studies (CIS) and PGE did a great deal
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to make the conference work, and we would like to thank Dean Clason and
Jamie Bender for extraordinary work on hospitality and organization.

After the conference, we solicited several additional papers. This, as well
asthe many other commitments of the editorial team, slowed down produc-
tion of the book, and we thank all of our authors as well as our supportive
and long-suffering editor at the University of Chicago Press, Christie Henry,
for their patience. Christie attended the conference and listened to us prom-
ise her a rapid turnaround, something that did not happen. The delay did,
however, allow us to think more carefully about the project, and ultimately
the book was better for it. Part way through the editorial process, Christine
Padoch became the director of the Forests and Livelihoods Programme at
the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Indonesia, an-
other commitment through which work on the volume was refracted. Su-
sanna Hecht held a Guggenheim, and various funds from the University
of California Committee on Research, and I received a Mellon New Direc-
tions Fellowship, all of which both took time away from and simultaneously
helped facilitate work on this project. Additional funding from the Center
for International Studies at the University of Chicago supported publication
costs. Last, but certainly not least, we extend profound thanks to our two
editorial assistants, Meleiza Figueroa and Christine Malcom, for helping
us pull the massive manuscript together from what was otherwise loom-
ing chaos. Their painstaking work was essential in transforming a disparate
batch of papers into a polished manuscript.

After twenty-eight chapters, it might seem that there would be no more
to say, but for me at least, the completion of this volume represents more
a beginning than an end. I am indebted to Susanna for her insistence on
the importance of woodland resurgence and on broader ways of thinking
through forest transitions. She demanded as well that we work harder to
get out the word that humans and forests have intertwined histories and
that both social and biological approaches are required to understand these
socio-natural worlds. Christine’s extraordinary grasp of the field—really,
many fields—and of contemporary policies and politics significantly en-
hanced our range of topics and contributors; her wise counsel kept us on
track. Finally, I am grateful to both Susanna and Christine for their embrace
of the historical dimension so central to my own thinking. They, in turn,
helped bring me into the present—and the future—of forests, people, and
their interconnected social lives.
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