
Transactions 
of the 

American Philosophical Society 
Held at Philadelphia 

For Promoting Useful Knowledge 
Volume 91 Parts 4 & 5 

ALHACEN'S THEORY OF 
VISUAL PERCEPTION 
A Critical Edition, with English Translation 
and Commentary, of the First Three Books 

of Alhacen's De aspectibus, the Medieval 
Latin Version of Ibn al-Haytham's 

Kitàb al-Manâzir 

VOLUME ONE 
Introduction and Latin Text 

VOLUME TWO 
English Translation 

A. Mark Smith 

American Philosophical Society 
Independence Square • Philadelphia 

2001 



Copyright © 2001 by the American Philosophical Society 
for its Transactions series, Volume 91. All rights reserved. 

ISBN:0-87169-914-1 
US ISSN:0065-9746 

COVER ILLUSTRATION: Par is , B ib l i o thèque Na t iona l e MS La t 7319 , f 116v. T h e 

au thor w i she s to expres s his d e ep g ra t i tude for pe rm i s s i on to use the m a n y f igures 

f r o m this manusc r i p t that appea r in this book . 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Alhazen, 965-1039. 

[Manazir. Book 1-3. English & Latin] 

Alhacen's theory of visual perception: a critical edition, with English translation 

and commentary, of the first three books of Alhacen's De aspectibus, the medieval 

Latin version of Ibn al-Haytham's Kitab al-Manazir/[edited by] A. Mark Smith, 

p. cm — (Transactions of the American Philosophical Society; v. 91, pts. 4 & 5) 

Includes bibliographical references (p.) and indexes. 

Contents: v. 1. Introduction and Latin text — v. 2. English translation. 

ISBN 0-87169-914-1 (pbk.) 

1. Opt ics-Ear ly works to 1800.1. Smith, A. Mark. II. Title. III. Transactions of 

the American Philosophical Society; v. 91, pt. 4-5. 

QC353 
[.A32313 2001] 
535'.09'021—dc21 

2001041227 



TRANSACTIONS 
of the 

American Philosophical Society 

Held at Philadelphia for Promoting Useful Knowledge 

VOLUME 91, Part 5 

Alhacen's Theory of 
Visual Perception: 

A Critical Edition, with English Translation 
and Commentary, of the First Three Books 

of Alhacen's De aspectibus, the Medieval 
Latin Version of Ibn al-Haytham's 

Kitab al-Manazir 

VOLUME TWO 




