Preface

This book is addressed to those who find
enchantment in discovering the past in the
present, specifically, in architectural artifacts
that mirror a past epoch. While it is improb-
able that a single work of architecture would
do this, a well-preserved “historic district”
could and does. I have tried to persuade the
reader that despite enormous destruction of
historic Moscow over the last half century
there is still a significant remnant from the
city of the early nineteenth century. To do so,
I have proceeded as a cultural historian, not
an architectural one, with a focus on the
architectural artifacts and landscape rather
than stylistic criticism. The organization of this
book is chronological and to an extent ap-
proximates an atlas of central Moscow’s prin-
cipal streets, plazas, edifices, ensembles, and
even unrealized plans.

This study of classical Moscow has been
anything but a solo enterprise. Many scholars,
colleagues, and friends have contributed to
the final draft. Professor Robert Byrnes of
Indiana University facilitated my first visit to
the USSR more than two decades ago. In the
Soviet Union the late Professors Vladimir I.
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Piliavskii, M. A. II'in, Nicholai Brunov, and in
this country, Arthur Voyce were my early
mentors. Readers of the several drafts—Pro-
fessors Thomas Juliusburger, Richard Garner,
8. Frederick Starr, and, especially, Professor
Charles Cannon and Elizabeth and Kathryn
Schmidt—have all given to me invaluable ad-
vice. A number of typists have labored on this
project over the years: Nina Kendall, Olga
Milin, Marlene Baumann, and Irene Palazzo
were especially crucial to its completion. I also
gratefully acknowledge assistance in transla-
tion from Alexander Almasov, Diane Garner,
Nina Kendall, Olga Milin and Olga Svetlik.

I am indebted also to the staffs of the Lenin
Library in Moscow, the Library of Congress,
the Qost-Europa Institut, University of Am-
sterdam, the Sterling Memorial Library at
Yale, the New York Public Library, the librar-
ies at the University of Illinois, the University
of Iowa, Indiana University; the Architectural
Institute Library on Zhdanov Street in Mos-
cow, the Library of the Town Planning Insti-
tute on Dmitrovskoe Highway in Moscow and
the Architectural Archive at Donskoi Monas-
tery. I wish especially to thank Victor Baldin,
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Director of the Shchusev Museum of Archi-
tecture in Moscow for facilitating my obtaining
copies of old prints and photographs from
the Donskoi Archive, which is under his su-
pervision, and for permission to publish them.
Grants from the American Philosophical Soci-
ety, the American Council of Learned Socie-
ties, the University of Bridgeport, and sab-
batical leaves from Coe College and the
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University of Bridgeport also facilitated
progress on the project in its various stages.

Although these individuals and institutions
have contributed significantly to the work, I
take responsibility for all errors and shortcom-
ings.

August 25, 1986
Greenfield Hill,
Fairfield, Connecticut



