
ILLUSTRATIONS 

FIG. 

1 . Map. "Colonial Chiapas: Chiapa and Soco-
nusco." Towns with colonial architectural 
monuments treated in the text are shown 
with capital letters. 
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plan. 
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Chiapa de Corzo from eminence of San 

Sebastián. Church of Santo Domingo and 

Grijalva river in the distance. 
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Navanchauc. View from the Pan-American 

highway. 
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Copanaguastla. T o w n plan. 
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Chiapa de Corzo. Arcaded corridor on south 328 
side of plaza. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Arcaded corridor on south 328 

side of plaza. Detail, interior. 

Iztapa. Plaza with ceiba tree. 329 

San Cristobal de las Casas. Barrio de Cuxtitali. 329 

Wattle and daub house with shingled roof. 

1 7 . Copanaguastla. Plan of church and convento. 330 

1 8 . Copanaguastla. Church. West front and ^ j 0 

south side. 

19 . Copanaguastla. Church. North side showing 33 1 
diagonally placed buttress on facade and three 
nave buttresses; also stair tower in angle 

formed by nave wall and north transept. 

20. Copanaguastla. Church. East end showing 3 3 1 
ruined presbytery; also crossing with north 
transept; springing of barrel vault over the 
apsidal end of the presbytery; and the only 
extant transverse nave arch located between 

the west side of the crossing and the nave. 

2 1 . Copanaguastla. Church. Interior to east 332 
showing blind lunettes in nave walls and the 

one extant transverse nave arch. 

22. Copanaguastla. Church. North transept 332 
showing remains of diagonally-placed but-
tress, window and vestiges of pitched roof of 

east corridor of ruined two-story cloister. 

23. Copanaguastla. Church. Window with 333 

stepped reveals or jambs in south nave wall. 

24. Copanaguastla. Church. Interior, nave. Spring- 333 
ing of transverse arch showing "pendentives"; 
corbeled brackets; and remains of false, coursed, 
ashlar-masonry treatment of wall in stucco. 

25. Copanaguastla. Church. West front. 334 

26. Copanaguastla. Church. Interior, crossing. 335 
Pier in southeast corner, lower half with 

niches and applied half-column with spring-
ing of ruined freestanding arch over presby-
tery entrance, and arch over opening to 
south transept. 
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27. Copanaguastla. Church. Interior, crossing. 
Pier in southeast corner, upper half, showing 
springing of ribs of ruined crossing vault, 
and springing of ruined, stilted barrel vault 
over presbytery with false rustication in 
stucco on intrados. 

28. Copanaguastla. Church. South transept 336 

showing arched opening to crossing and 
springing of ribs from corbeled brackets; also 
exposed masonry of haunches of ruined 
vault. 

29. Copanaguastla. Church. West front. Detail, 336 

door. 

30. Tecpatan. Church. Plan. 337 

31. Tecpatan. Church and convento, ca. 1900. 337 

32. Tecpatan. Church. West facade. 338 

33. Tecpatan. Church. West facade. Portal 338 
ensemble. 

34. Tecpatan. Church. West facade. Tower. 339 
Detail, second story. 

35. Tecpatan. Church. South side. Detail, side 339 
door. 

36. Tecpatan. Church. West facade. Ruins of con- 340 
vento abutting on north side of church show-
ing vestiges of barrel vault in first story and 
pitched wood and tile roof over second. 
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Tecpatan. Church. South side. 340 

Tecpatan. Church. South side showing set- 341 

back of apse and tower in background. 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior to east. 341 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior. Presbytery with 342 

scallop-shell, polygonal vault exposed. 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior. Presbytery, ca. 342 
1970. 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior to west. 343 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior. Lower choir arches. 343 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior. North nave wall. 344 
Niche. 

Tecpatan. Church. Interior. North nave wall. 344 
Door in fourth bay. 
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Tecpatan. Church. Interior. Door to tower in 345 

lower choir. 

Tecpatan. Church. Tower. Interior. Belfry 345 

vault. Detail, rib pattern and painted surface 
decoration. 

Tecpatan. Convento. Cloister. Detail, south 346 

corridor. 

Tecpatan. Convento. Cloister. South corridor. 346 

Detail, vault. 

Copainala. Church. Plan. 347 

Copainala. Church. West front and tower. 347 

Copainala. Church. West front. Portal 348 

ensemble. 

Copainala. Church. Tower, south side. 348 

Copainala. Church. South side showing tran- 349 
septs and exposed chancel arch. 

Copainala. Church. East end with ruins of 349 

apse. 

Soyatitan. Church. West front. 350 

Soyatitan. Church. West front. Detail, first 350 

story. 

Soyatitan. Church. Interior. Detail, presbytery 350 
and corner of north transept. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Church of Santo Domingo. 351 
Plan. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. West and 352 
north sides. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. West 
front. 
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Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Side door 353 
adjacent to north transept in seventh bay. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Side door 354 
on north side in third bay. Clerestory win-
dows above. 

Chiapa de Corzo. North side. Detail, cornice 354 
molding under clerestory. Also, detail, win-
dow header. 

Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Interior. 355 
Nave to east. 
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66. Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. 355 

Interior. Detail, south arcade of nave. 

67. Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Interior. 356 

Nave to west. 

68. Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Interior. 356 

North arcade of nave. Detail, second story. 

69. Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Interior. 357 

Presbytery. Detail, vault. 

70. Chiapa de Corzo. Santo Domingo. Interior. 357 

North transept. Detail, vault. 

71 . Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. Plan. 358 

72. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. West side. 359 

73. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. East side. 359 

74. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. West side. 360 

Detail, northwest bay. Octagonal basin, 
inside. 

75. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. Northeast bay 360 

with stair tower. 

76. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. West side. 361 

Detail, piers and flying buttresses. 

77. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. Southwest bay. 361 

Detail, side view of arcade pier and flying 
buttress. 

78. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. Interior. Vault. 362 
Detail, arcade arches and lower haunches of 
vault. 

79. Chiapa de Corzo. Fountain. Interior. Vault. 362 

Detail, crown and ribs. 

80. San Cristobal de las Casas. Casa de la Sirena. 363 

Portai. 

81. San Cristobal de las Casas. Casa de la Sirena. 363 

Stone sculpture of siren on northeast corner 
of building. 

82. San Cristobal de las Casas. Casa de la Sirena. 364 
Portal. Detail, upper part. 

83. San Cristobal de las Casas. Casa de la Sirena. 364 

East side. Detail, relief sculpture in stucco 
framing window and balcony on second 
story. 
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84. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 365 

Tower of El Carmen. Plan, ensemble. 

85. San Cristóbal de las Casas. El Carmen. Plan 365 
of church and convento, 1618. 

86. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 366 

Tower of El Carmen. Tower, plan. 

87. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 367 

Tower of El Carmen. Tower, south side. 

88. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 367 
Tower of El Carmen. South transept. Portal 
with date of 1764. 

89. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 368 

Tower of El Carmen. Church. Portal on 
north side. 

90. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 368 
Tower of El Carmen. Tower, north side. 

91. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 369 
Tower of El Carmen. Tower. Detail, top 
two stories of east and north sides. 

92. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church and 369 
Tower of El Carmen. Tower. Passageway. 
Detail, wooden octagonal vault. 

93. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 370 
Plan. 

94. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 371 
West facade. 

95. San Cristóbal de las Casas. West 372 

facade. Santo Domingo. Detail, first story. 

96. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 372 
West facade. Second story. Detail, central 
and north bays. 

97. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 373 
West facade. Third and fourth stories. 

98. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 373 
Interior. Nave to east. 

99. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 374 
South side showing rear of facade wall and 
two arches of no-longer existing structure. 

100. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 374 

South side and south transept. 
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San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 

South side. Detail, side door. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Santo Domingo. 

Interior. Nave to west with choir. 

San Cristobal de las Casas. Cathedral. Plan. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cathedral. W e s t 

facade. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cathedral. South 

side. 

106. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cathedral. W e s t 

facade. Detail, first story. 

107. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cathedral. South 

side. Detail, side door, buttresses and windows. 

108. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

W e s t facade. 

109. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

W e s t facade. Detail, first and second stories. 

n o . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

West facade. Detail, w i n d o w and three 

inverted pear-shaped forms above. 

i n . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

South side. 

1 1 2 . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

South side. Detail, side portal. 

113 . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

South side. Portal. Detail, new "colonialistic" 

w o o d doors. 

114. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

East end with presbytery and adjacent univer-

sity building. 

1 1 5 . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Agustín. 

East end. Rear door. 

116. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Francisco. 

W e s t facade fronting the atrio. 

1 1 7 . San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Francisco. 

W e s t facade. Detail, upper two stories and 

finial. 

118. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Francisco. 

W e s t facade. Detail, first story. 
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San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Francisco. 384 

South side showing presbytery with raised 

pyramidal roof. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Nicolás. 385 

South front, main facade. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Nicolás. 385 

Facade. Detail, door. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Nicolás. 386 

Facade. Detail, second story and finial. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Nicolás. 386 

South side and rear end with presbytery. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Nicolás. 386 

Rear of facade with exterior stair to choir. 

Also, floating w o o d lintel over w i n d o w and 

wooden plate atop adobe walls of nave. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cuxtitali. Church. 387 

W e s t front and north side. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cuxtitali. Church. 387 

West facade. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Cuxtitali. Church. 388 

West facade. Detail, reliefs depicting the 

Arma Christi in the second-story-central bay 

and sun and moon symbols in side bays. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church of San 388 

Diego. W e s t front and south side showing 

elevated presbytery roof. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. Church of San 388 

Diego. Detail, junction of nave and presbytery 

roofs; and brick-and-rubble-stone masonry 

presbytery wall. 

Iztapa. Church. W e s t front. 

Iztapa. Church. W e s t front. Detail, door. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Felipe 

Ecatepec. Plan. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Felipe 

Ecatepec. West facade. 

San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Felipe 

Ecatepec. W e s t facade and atrio. 

384 135. San Cristóbal de las Casas. San Felipe 

Ecatepec. North side. 
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145 

Chamula. View of center of town and random 392 158 

location of private houses on outskirts. 

Chamula. Ruined church on outskirts of 392 

town. 

Chamula. Church. W e s t facade. 

1 3 9 . Chamula. Church and atrio. 

140. Chamula. Church. W e s t facade and south 

side. 
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Huistán. Church. W e s t facade. 395 

1 4 2 . Huistán. Church. West facade. Detail, 395 

espadaña (arcaded belfry). 

1 4 3 . Aguacatenango. Church. West front and atrio. 396 

Aguacatenango. Church. West facade. Detail, 396 

south projection and nave wall. 

Aguacatenango. Church. West facade. Detail, 396 

espadaña. 

146. Teopisca. Church. Plan. 397 

1 4 7 . Teopisca. Church. West front and north side. 397 

148 . Teopisca. Church. West facade. 398 

149. Teopisca. Church. West facade. Detail, south 398 

end of facade wall. 

1 5 0 . Amatenango del Valle. Church. W e s t facade. 399 

1 5 1 . Amatenango del Valle. Church. South side. 399 

1 5 2 . Amatenango del Valle, (church, bast end 400 

153 -
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Amatenango del Valle. Church. East end 

with polygonal apse. 

Amatenango del Valle. Church. W e s t facade. 400 

Detail, first-story south niche with ataurique 
ornament (modeled plaster). 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. West facade. 401 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. W e s t facade 401 

and ruined north side showing interior north 
nave arcade and presbytery at east end. 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. Presbytery. 402 

Detail, north side showing window and 
blind reinforcing arches at basement level. 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. Interior. 
Detail, south arcade of nave and chancel arch 
and presbytery to east. 
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173 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. Presbytery. 

Interior. Detail, south wall with window 

and niches; also monumental niche in east 

wall; and squinch with ruined dome above. 

Chiapa de Corzo. San Sebastián. Presbytery. 
Interior. Detail, chancel arch and ruined 
dome with shelf-like squinches in the corners. 
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160. Comi tan. Santo Domingo. Plan. 

1 6 1 . Comitän. Santo Domingo. W e s t facade. 

Comitän. Santo Domingo. W e s t facade. 1 6 2 . 

Detail, tower belfry. 
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405 1 6 3 . Comitan. Santo Domingo. East end. Also 
projecting modern chapels on north side. 

164. Escuintenango. Church. Plan and drawing of 406 

southeast corner. 

1 6 5 . Escuintenango. Church. Facade, extant 
remains. Tower . 

166. Escuintenango. Church. Interior of nave 
window in east wall. 

167 . Escuintenango. Church. Facade. Detail, 
ruins of facade wall and southeast tower with 
domed belfry. 

168. Escuintenango. Church. W e s t side with 
buttress between nave and presbytery; and 
corner buttress of presbytery at north end. 

169. Escuintenango. Church. Exterior of east wall 

of nave with window still in situ. 

170 . Coapa. Plan of site and plan of church. 

1 7 1 . Coapa. Church. W e s t facade. 

Coapa. Church. W e s t facade, view to north. 

Coapa. Church. W e s t facade. Detail, south 
bay. 

1 7 4 . Coapa. Church. Interior. Detail, north nave 
wall with window. 
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1 7 5 . Coapa. Church. Detail, east end of church to 4 12 

left and facade of chapel to right. 

1 7 6 . Coapa. Chapel. W e s t facade with plateresque 4 12 

ornament on door jambs. 

1 7 7 . Aquespala. Church. Plan. 413 
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Aquespala. Church. Main facade. 414 196. 
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Aquespala. Church. Main facade. Detail, 
inside face with door opening. 

Aquespala. Church. Ruins of adobe presbytery 415 
and remains of masonry chancel arch on 
ground to left. 

Aquespala. Church. Rear of main facade and 415 
junction with abutting nave wall. 

Zapaluta. Church. West facade. 416 

Zapaluta. Church. West facade and north 416 
showing different types of walling materials. 

Zapaluta. Church. North side. Detail, stone 417 
masonry. 

Zapaluta. Church. East end. Detail, presbytery 417 
roof. 

Zapaluta. Church. East end. Detail, polygonal 418 
apse. 

Zapaluta. Church. Junction of facade and 418 
north nave wall. 

Coneta. Church. Plan. 419 

Coneta. Church. Facade. 4 2 0 

Coneta. Church. Facade. Detail, lower three 421 
stories. 

Coneta. Church. Facade. Detail, archivolt of 421 
door with vestiges of painted decoration. 

Coneta. West facade and south side. 422 

Coneta. Church. Northwest corner with stair 422 
tower. Detail, lower crack with dressed 
stone and irregular crack above between 
facade wall and stair tower. 

Coneta. Church. Rear of stair tower and 422 
upper portion of facade. Detail, stone corbeled 
bracket header of door in facade under square 
belfry; and pilasters in low relief on back of 
facade wall. 

Coneta. Church. North side and rear of facade 423 
wall with pilasters in low relief on fourth 
story. 

Coneta. Church. Apsidal end showing diag- 423 
onally projecting buttress partially hidden by 
rear wall of convento. 
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Coneta. Church. North side. Detail, dressed- 424 
stone door jambs of door of intended open-
ing never carried out. 

Coneta. Church. Interior, view from presby- 424 
tery to west. 

Coneta. Church. Interior to east. Detail, 425 
chancel arch springs from short spur-walls 
with shallow niches. 

Coneta. Church. Interior. Upper choir. 425 
Detail, access door from stair tower; 
emplacement of wood brackets (zapatas) for 
support of transverse floor beams; as well as 
one still in situ in nave wall. 

Coneta. Convento. East side of convento and 426 
apse of church. 

Coneta. Convento. West side. Detail, ruins 426 
of platform on atrio side of convento. 

Coneta. Convento. West side. Detail, door 427 
to church presbytery from convento platform. 

Coneta. Convento. Ruined door and window 427 
with wood lintels still in situ. 

San Cristobal de las Casas. Church of La 
Caridad. Plan. 

428 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Caridad. West 428 
facade and modern dispensary building. 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Caridad. West 429 
facade. 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Caridad. East 
end with domed presbytery. 

429 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Caridad. South 430 
side. 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Caridad. 
Interior. Detail, north pilaster of chancel 
arch. 

430 

San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 431 
Detail, column. 



I L L U S T R A T I O N S x i x 

FIG. PAGE 

2 1 2 . San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 4 3 1 

Intrados, left side. Detail , moon and face 

with feathered headdress. 

2 1 3 . San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 432 

Detail, east face, left spandrel. 

2 1 4 . San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 432 

Detail, east face, right spandrel. 

2 1 5 . San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 433 

East face and intrados on left side. Detail, 

moon. 

2 1 6 . San Cristobal de las Casas. La Merced. Arch. 433 

East face and intrados on right side. Detail, 

sun. 

2 1 7 . San Cristobal de las Casas. El Calvario. East 434 

facade. Detail , belfries. 

2 1 8 . San Cristobal de las Casas. Church of El 

Calvario. East facade. 
434 

2 1 9 . Near San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chapel , La 435 

Quinta del Aserradero. West facade. 

220. Near San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chapel, La 435 

Quinta del Aserradero. West facade. Detail, 

north tower. 

2 2 1 . Near San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chapel, La 436 

Quinta del Aserradero. Plan. 

222 . Near San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chapel , La 436 

Quinta del Aserradero. North and east sides. 

223 . Near San Cristóbal de las Casas. Chapel , La 436 

Quinta del Aserradero. Arched entrance gate 

to atrio; and south and east sides of chapel. 
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224. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Casa de Diego 437 

Mazariegos. East and north sides. Also south-

east corner of Ayuntamiento. 

225 . San Cristóbal de las Casas. Casa de Diego 437 

Mazariegos. Interior. Two-story , colonnaded 

courtyard. 

226. Acala. Church. West and south sides. Ruined 438 

colonial church in rear. 

227 . Ocozocoautla. Church. West front. 

232 . Tonalá. Parish church. West front. 
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228. San Bartolomé de los Llanos. Parish church. 439 

West front. 

229. San Bartolomé de los Llanos. Church of San 439 

Pedro Mártir. West front and north side. 

230 . San Bartolomé de los Llanos. Church of San 440 

Sebastián viejo. 

2 3 1 . San Bartolomé de los Llanos. Church of San 440 

Sebastián nuevo. 

441 

2 3 3 . Tonalá. Parish church. Domes over crossing 441 

and presbytery; and barrel vault over south 

transept. 

234. Comitán. Church of San Caralampio. Main 442 

facade. 

2 3 5 . Comitán. Church of El Calvario. Main facade. 442 

236. San Cristóbal de las Casas. Ayuntamiento. 443 

East front. 




