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Dr. Whitfield J. Bell, Jr., then American Philosophical Society Librarian, planted the 
idea of this book and for twenty-five years patiently cultivated it. As an editor of The 
Papers of Benjamin Franklin, he wrote one of the footnotes about Collinson: "His pen-
manship was loose and careless, and his capitalization and punctuation are the de-
spair of the transcriber who must divine what he produced and meant." (Franklin III, 
116) 

Gina Douglas, librarian and archivist at the Linnean Society of London, helped 
with transcribing and annotating the letters to Linnaeus, tracked down other letters, 
researched obscure references and ran down innumerable queries. Mr. G.D.R. Brid-
son, bibliographer and researcher with the Hunt Institute for Botanical Docu-
mentation, Pittsburgh, read the manuscript, made suggestions, and suggested the 
illustrations. Mr. R.G.C. Desmond, historian, formerly librarian, Royal Botanic Gar-
dens, Kew, offered suggestions, technical and editorial advice, and filled many gaps, 
as did Dr. John Edmondson, Curator of Botany, Liverpool Museum, Liverpool. The 
late Edmund and Dorothy Berkeley of Charlottesville, Virginia, helped select as 
most representative the letters to Bartram included here. The late Joseph and Nesta 
Ewan, formerly of the Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, and Professor George 
Frick, of the University of Delaware, Newark, furnished leads and bibliographic 
support. The American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia supported my work as 
one of its Library Research Associates and financed it with generous grants from its 
Michaux Fund. In compliance with the terms of the grant a file of the letters I found 
(with transcriptions) has been deposited with the American Philosophical Society. 

Lady Jean O'Neill, of Lymington, England, author (with Mrs. Elizabeth P. 
McLean, Garden Historian, Philadelphia) of a forthcoming biography of Peter 
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Collinson, has been my partner in locating and selecting letters. She provided infor-

mation about Collinson's life and helped with the notes. Her discovery of Collinson's 

annotated copies of several editions of Philip Miller's Gardeners Dictionary at the Na-

tional Library of Wales has proved very useful. Elizabeth McLean also contributed 

plant identifications, answered many questions and offered a number of valuable 

suggestions. 

Many people helped the project along: Edward C. Carter II, Librarian, Roy T. 

Goodman, Assistant Librarian, Beth Carroll-Horrocks, formerly Manuscripts Li-

brarian, Robert S. Cox, current Manuscripts Librarian, Stephen Catlett and Murphy 

D. Smith of the American Philosophical Society Library; Martin Antonetti, Cura-

tor of Rare Books, and Karen V. Kulik, Associate Curator, Smith College; Peter D. 

Hingley, Librarian, Royal Astronomical Society, London; the late Edwin Wolf 2nd, 

then Librarian, John Van Home, current Librarian, Ms. Wendy Woloson, Bibliog-

rapher, and Ms. Erika Piola, Curatorial Assistant, the Library Company of Phila-

delphia; Dr. R.W. Kiger, Director; Dr. James White, Curator of Art and Principal 

Research Scholar, Ms. Anita Karg, then Manuscript Librarian; Miss B. G. Callery, 

then Librarian, Ms. Charlotte Tancin, Librarian, Mr. Michael T. Steiber, then Ar-

chivist, Hunt Institute for Botanical Documentation, Pittsburgh; The Right Honor-

able The Earl of Derby and Mrs. Amanda Askari, Keeper of Collections, Knowsley 

Hall, Prescott, Merseyside, England; Edwin Bronner, retired librarian, the late 

Michael Freedman, librarian, Barbara Curtis, and the late Miriam Jones Brown of 

the Haverford College Library; James E. Mooney, first as director of the Historical 

Society of Pennsylvania and later as librarian, The New-York Historical Society; Is-

abel Kendrick, research assistant, The Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts, 

London; G.R.D. Allen of the Royal Society for Encouragement of Arts and Manu-

factures, London; Porter Aichle, then of Bryn Mawr College; Peter Parker, formerly 

director of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania; E. Charles Nelson, formerly of the 

National Botanic Garden, Dublin; H. J. McArdle, librarian, Botany School, Oxford 

University; the late Ralph Sargent, Gummere Professor of English at Haverford Col-

lege; C. Helen Brock and Peter I. Gautrey, Cambridge University; Dr. Grenville Lu-

cas, OBE, formerly Deputy Director and Keeper of the Herbarium and Library, 

Ms. Sylvia M. D. FitzGerald, formerly chief librarian and archivist, Royal Botanic 

Gardens, Kew; Albert E. Sanders, curator of Natural Sciences, The Charleston Mu-

seum, Charleston, South Carolina; the late Anna Wells Rutledge, Charleston; Dr. 

David Moltke-Hansen, director, and Margaretta P. Childs, field archivist, South 

Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, South Carolina; Roy A. Rauschenberg, Ohio 

University, Athens, Ohio; the late Edmund and Martha Bray, formerly associated 
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with The Academy of Natural Sciences, Phi ladelphia; the late Charles van Ravens-

waay of Wi lmington , Delaware; R. M. Peck and Thomas Peter Bennett formerly of 

the Academy of Natural Sciences, Phi ladelphia; H u g h S. Torrens, Department of 

Geology, University of Keele; Judith M. Diment, formerly Botany Librar ian, Dr. 

Malcolm Beasley, Botany Librar ian, Judith Magee, Assistant Botany Librar ian, and 

Jul ie M.V. Harvey, Entomology Librar ian, The Natural History Museum, London; 

A m y R.W. Meyers, curator of Amer ican art, and Carr ie Haslett, Research Associate, 

The Hunt ington Library , San Marino, CA; and the staffs of Friends Reference Li -

brary, London, The Wellcome Institute Library , and the Royal Society, London. 

R. Barry Borden of L M A Group, Merion, Pennsylvania, gave valuable computer 

advice; Angelene Zarnowsky of Phi ladelphia and Susan Grant of Ardmore , Penn-

sylvania patiently managed corrections and notes; and Wi l l i am T. Windsor , of Me-

dia, Pennsylvania compared the editor's transcriptions to xeroxed copies of Coll in-

son's letters. Mary Anne Hines of Gibbsboro, New Jersey checked the notes, filled in 

holes, and prepared the indexes. 

Special thanks to Carole LeFaivre-Rochester, Editor emeritus, Mary McDonald, 

Editor, the Amer ican Philosophical Society, and to Adr ianne Onderdonk Dudden, 

the book's designer. 
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