In the preparation of this book, I have accumulated substantial debts. My former
professors at Princeton University have helped in many ways too numerous to
detail. Especially helpful have been Duane Lockard, Walter Murphy, Jameson W.
Doig, William M. Beaney, John E Sly, Herman M. Somers, and Paul Ylvisaker.
As someone trained in American state and local politics, I was emboldened by
Lockard’s example to tackle the complex realities of New Jersey politics during
the late nineteenth century. His constant availability and thoughtful guidance
stand out.

Several other colleagues read all or part of the manuscript. None bears any
responsibility for its flaws, but all helped to reduce them. They made the story
better. These include John Bebout, Herbert Ershkowitz, Henry Frank, Sanford B.
Gabin, James Green, Kathryn Grover, Nigel Hamilton, Morton Keller, Bruce
Laurie, Maxine N. Lurie, Richard P. McCormick, Douglas V. Shaw, and Robert
C. Wood. They offered welcome advice and encouragement at crucial moments
in writing this book. I owe a special intellectual debt to two of my faculty col-
leagues at the University of Massachusetts, namely, Thomas N. Brown, a splen-
did historian, who broadened my understanding of the Irish and the impact of
Irish-American nationalism on urban politics; and Julie Winch, another histori-
an, who helped me to comprehend what life was like in antebellum Philadelphia,
especially with regard to its black elite.

Outside the academy, I have incurred similar debts. I especially want to
express my gratitude to the following people who kindly gave me much of their
time to talk about the politics of Hudson County, some of whom have since passed
on. These include former U.S. Senator John Milton, Raymond Coleman, John
Dryden, and Joseph Davis. Much credit goes to Helen Fairbanks, librarian at
Princeton University, and J. Owen Grundy, former secretary of the Hudson County
Historical Society, both of whom assisted me in finding relevant data and made
research a pleasant experience. Although none had any obligation to assist me, all
were more than helpful. I was given many leads and explored each to its end.

I also received valuable assistance from the staffs of several libraries, partic-
ularly those of the American Philosophical Society Library, the Firestone Library
at Princeton, the Jersey City Public Library, the New Jersey Historical Society
Library, the New Jersey State Library, the New York Public Library, the
Philadelphia Historical Society Library, and the Rutgers University Library.
Collectively, these librarians helped me retrieve countless documents and records
that made this book possible. Without their generous help, I would never have
been able to rediscover Leon Abbett.

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the late Leon Abbett Post, the gover-
nor’s grandson, who corresponded with me about his grandfather and his family
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history. Nina Howell Starr of Marlboro, New Hampshire, allowed me to examine
the papers of her grandfather, Robert Gilchrist, who served as attorney general of
New Jersey and was a political ally of Governor Abbett. Ruth Dallas of Central
High School of Philadelphia and Joseph Hepburn of the Franklin Institute pro-
vided information about the education of Leon Abbett. Zara Cohan of Newark
State College informed me about the fire that partially destroyed the state capitol
building in Trenton in 1885. Substantial portions of the two chapters on Abbett’s
political apprenticeship and his battle to tax the railroads originally appeared in
New Jersey History. A very special thanks goes to the New Jersey Historical
Society for granting me permission to use this material.

After the book was in manuscript, I had the editorial assistance of Carole
LeFaivre-Rochester of the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia. She
gave more than skillful editorial help. For her unfailing sympathy, suggestion,
and inspiration, 1 owe her a large debt and am heavily obligated to her for revi-
sions, corrections, and uncanny detection of discrepancies.

My greatest debt is to my family. My wife Ann and six children, all of whom
are now grown adults, reminded me daily about the most important things in life.
Without their unstinting support, I would never have finished writing this book.
My wife has been a steady influence during the inevitable highs and lows that I
experienced in my struggle to understand and portray Abbett. I thank her for her
patience, her kindness, her love, and her unflagging support.

Richard A. Hogarty

Marblebead, Massachusetts
November 15, 2000



