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Founded in 1972, the Institute for Research on Public Policy is an
independent, national, nonprofit organization. IRPP seeks to improve
public policy in Canada by generating research, providing insight,
and sparking debate that will contribute to the public policy decision-
making process and strengthen the quality of the public policy deci-
sions made by Canadian governments, citizens, institutions, and orga-
nizations. IRPP’s independence is assured by an endowment fund, to
which federal and provincial governments and the private sector have
contributed. 

As part of its mission, IRPP seeks to disseminate the diverse views
and perspectives found in different parts of the country. Recently, the
Institute has published a collection of essays on the divergent per-
spectives in Quebec and the rest of Canada on pivotal events in Cana-
dian history; and a paper by IRPP Senior Scholar Tom Courchene on
Ontario’s place in the North American economic and political com-
munity. In an effort to build bridges between Canada’s two main lan-
guage communities, IRPP has also published English translations of
a collection of reports offering the Quebec perspective on the social
union and of Alain Dubuc’s series of editorials on the future of the
Quebec nation (Policy Options, June 2000). In joining forces with UBC
Press to publish Philip Resnick’s The Politics of Resentment: British Colum-
bia Regionalism and Canadian Unity, IRPP is seeking to provide Cana-
dians with a greater understanding of the forces shaping the political
agenda and regional identity in Canada’s westernmost province.
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