Notes on editors and contributors

Editors

Krystal Nandini Ghisyawan was born and raised in Trinidad and is an
Indo-Trinidadian queer scholar, activist, educator and artist. Her research and
writing have documented Indo-Trinidadian cultural forms, such as Pachraat
folk songs; critiqued cultural practices such as ritual purity, specifically the
religious purdah of menstruating women; and detailed the identity politics,
personal resilience and collective space-making practices of Trinidadian
same-sex loving women. Her monograph Erotic Cartographies: Decolonization
and the Queer Caribbean Imagination (2022) highlights the ways in which
same-sex loving women embody their sexual identities to challenge
normative (colonial) notions of Caribbean femininity, space, culture and
family as defined through colonial discourse and enactments of power. Erotic
Cartographies refers to the processes of mapping territories of self-knowing
and self-expression, both cognitively in the imagination and on paper during
a subjective mapping exercise, exploring how meaning is given to space, and
how it is transformed. Also, Dr Ghisyawan is Director of Research at the
Silver Lining Foundation in Trinidad and Tobago. The group’s pioneering
nationwide school climate study gathered data on bullying in secondary
schools across Trinidad and Tobago. She is the primary author of the
Foundation’s survey reports, as well as guides and manuals for its teacher
training programme, focusing on conflict resolution and managing diverse
classrooms. She also runs a successful consultancy as a content editor and
personal tutor, based in Lawrenceville, Georgia, USA.

Debra A. Harley PhD, CRC, LPC, is a Provost Distinguished Service
Professor in the Department of Early Childhood, Special Education and
Counsellor Education at the University of Kentucky. She is coordinator of
the doctoral programme in Counsellor Education and former department
chair, past coordinator of the Rehabilitation Counselling programme, and
past director of the Gender and Women’s Studies programme. Her research
interests include disability, cultural diversity, substance abuse, gender, LGBTQ
issues and ethics. She has published books entitled Cultural Diversity in Mental
Health and Disability Counselling for Marginalized Groups (2019); Disability
and Vocational Rehabilitation in Rural Settings (2017); Handbook of LGBT
Elders: An Interdisciplinary Approach to Principles, Practices, and Policies (2016); and
Contemporary Mental Health Issues among African Americans (2004). She works
collaboratively with Counsellor Education programmes and R ehabilitation
Counselling programmes at South Carolina State University, North Carolina
State Agricultural and Technical University, and Langston University, US.
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Shanon Shah was awarded his PhD in the sociology of religion from King’s
College, London in 2015, where he is currently Visiting Research Fellow. He
has lectured in religious studies there and currently teaches religious studies
at the University of London’s Divinity Programme. He is the author of the
monograph, The Making of a Gay Muslim: Religion, Sexuality and Identity
in Malaysia and Britain (2018). Shanon is currently the Director of Faith
for the Climate, a London-based network of faith-inspired climate justice
activists, and also conducts research on minority religions and alternative
spiritualities at the Information Network on Religious Movements (Inform),
aresearch charity based at King’s College London. His research and teaching
interests include the ethnographic study of religion, contemporary Islam and
Christianity, new religious movements, gender and sexuality, popular culture
and social movements. Before moving to the UK, Shanon was an award-
winning singer-songwriter, playwright and journalist in his native Malaysia.

Paul Simpson was awarded a PhD in Sociology in 2011. He lectures and
researches in Sociology at the University of Manchester. He has published
extensively on gay male ageing (including a monograph, Gay Men, Ageing
and Ageism: Over the Rainbow?), on socio-economically disadvantaged men
and health, and on sexuality and intimacy in later life. Since 2012, he has
co-edited four volumes in this book series, published 12 book chapters and
had published 24 journal articles variously on ageing sexualities and on forms
of masculinity rendered disadvantaged. He has published in quality journals
such as Ageing & Society, The British_Journal of Sociology, Men and Masculinities,
Journal of Sex Research, Qualitative Research in Psychology, Sociological Research
Online, Sociological Review and Sociology of Health and Illness.

Contributors

Nathesa Ali has a PhD in Sociology and is Assistant Professor in Criminology
and Sociology at Northumbria University. She is an interdisciplinary
Sociologist with expertise in the everyday lives of racialised and minority
communities. Nafhesa’s research interests include ageing, migration, Muslim
sexualities and life histories. Her recently published book is titled Older
South Asian Women’s Experiences of Ageing in the UK: Intersectional Feminist
Perspectives (2023). Her previous publications include a co-authored book
Storying Relationships (2021) and an edited collection titled, A Match Made
in Heaven: British Muslim Women Write about Love and Desire (2020). She has
also published in academic journals Sexualities, Ethnicities, Ethnic and Racial
Studies and Cultural Geographies. Nathesa’s other roles include co-lead for the
Power and Intersecting Identities (PII) Research Cluster at Northumbria
University, Honorary Fellow of the Sustainability Consumption Institute
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at the University of Manchester, and Reference Group Member for The
British Academy’s Net Zero programme.

Anushkaa Arora 3u&eRIST is the Principal and founder of a leading Indian
law firm, headquartered in Delhi. She is the appointed Senior Panel Counsel
of the Central Government of India, for Central Government Litigation,
the Jail Visiting Advocate, appointed by the Delhi High Court and Senior/
Retainer Counsel for private leading clients/companies of India. Anushkaa
also heads the firm’s Criminal, Commercial and Civil Litigation practice.
She has more than five years’ experience in legal practice nationally and
internationally, including in Singapore, and a decade of experience in pro
bono legal work. Anushkaa has a Master’s degree in Intellectual Property
Laws from the National University of Singapore, and graduated from Guru
Gobind Singh IP University, University School of Law and Legal Studies
(USLLS), New Delhi. She has written various research papers in leading
national and international journals and curriculum law books for leading
universities in India.

Madeline Burns (she/they) is a Red River Métis and Scottish guest on
lok*anon and WSANEC territory (‘Victoria, BC Canada’). They are a young
academic and recent graduate of the University of Victoria, with a double
major in Gender Studies and Political Science. As an Indigenous young
person, Madeline works as an Indigenous Youth Support Worker within
the Friendship Centre Movement and frequently directs their attention
towards events, supports and programming for 2SLGBTQIA+ (Two-
Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and/or Questioning,
Intersex, Asexual plus many affirmative ways that people choose to self-
identify) Indigenous youth. Campaigning for and promoting Indigenous
wellness across so-called Canada, Madeline also serves on two Indigenous
Youth Councils (provincially and nationally) within the Friendship Centre
Movement. Madeline has published a peer-reviewed journal article in The
Arbutus Review, on reclaiming Indigenous sexual being as a decolonial and
sovereign practice. In their academic, personal and professional life, Madeline
frequently focuses on Indigenous sovereignty, community wellness, sexual
being and safety, decolonization and queer theory.

Shereen El Feki is the author of Sex and the Citadel: Intimate Life in a
Changing Arab World (2014), a groundbreaking study of sexuality and its
intersection with politics, religion and culture across the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA). Most recently, she served as Regional Director for
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) at UNAIDS. Previously, Shereen
was a Regional Director with Equimundo (formerly Promundo), where
she led the International Men and Gender Equality Survey Middle East and
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North Africa (IMAGES MENA), a pioneering study of men, masculinities
and gender roles across seven countries in the region. Shereen has also served
as Vice-Chair of the UN’s Global Commission on HIV and as a board
member for Advocates for Youth, a leading international non-governmental
organization (INGO) on young people’s sexual health and rights. Shereen
currently sits on the Chatham House Commission on Universal Health,
as well as serving as a member of the Sexual Justice Initiative of World
Association for Sexual Health. Shereen started her career as a healthcare
correspondent with The Economist and presenter with Al Jazeera, and is
a regular commentator on sexual and reproductive health and rights in
both mainstream media and academic fora. Shereen is an immunologist by
training, with a BSc from the University of Toronto and an MPhil and PhD
in molecular immunology from the University of Cambridge.

Selma Hajri is a Tunisian physician, reproductive health researcher and
women’s rights advocate. Specialising in reproductive endocrinology, she has
more than 25 years of clinical, research and teaching experience on hormonal
contraception and medical abortion in Tunisia, across the Middle East, north
and sub-Saharan Africa. Since 1997, Selma has worked with Gynuity Health
Project, the National Family Planning Office of Tunisia, as well as TPAS,
UNFPA and Marie Stopes among others, to advance safe contraception,
medical abortion and values clarification and attitude transformation
(VCAT). She is also a leading expert on menopause, publishing extensively
on her research and clinical experience in the Tunisian context. In 2012,
Selma founded Groupe Tawhida Ben Cheikh, a Tunisian feminist NGO, and
in 2019, she established RAWSA, a MENA regional network to advocate
for the right to safe abortion.

Marcus Kissoon is a Trinibagoian activist who has worked alongside the
women’s movement for over a decade. His areas of interest are sexual assault,
domestic violence, HIV, migration and child sexual abuse and exploitation,
safeguarding and children’s policies. His research centres on Caribbean
masculinities, Indianness and their implications for disclosing and seeking
help among male survivors of child abuse. He holds an MSc in Gender and
Development Studies from the University of the West Indies and MA in
Woman and Child Abuse Studies from London Metropolitan University.

Travis S.K. Kong V/L#AHL is Associate Professor and Programme Director
of Media, Culture and Creative Cities in the Department of Sociology at
the University of Hong Kong. He mainly teaches gender, sexuality, media
and cultural studies. His research specialises in Chinese homosexuality
and masculinity, prostitution in Hong Kong and China, social impacts of
HIV/AIDS, and transnational Chinese sexuality. Travis is the co-editor of
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Sexualities: Studies in Culture and Society and the sole author of Chinese Male
Homosexualities: Memba, Tongzhi and Golden Boy (2011), Oral Histories of Older
Gay Men in Hong Kong: Unspoken but Unforgotten (2019), and Sexuality and the
Rise of China: The Post-90s Young Gay Generation in Hong Kong, laiwan and
Mainland China (2023). He has published numerous articles in such journals
as The British _Journal of Sociology, Urban Studies, The Sociological Review, The
British Journal of Criminology, Qualitative Research, Men and Masculinities, Journal
of Homosexuality, AIDS Care and The Lancet.

Barry Lee Z=Ef# is a guest lecturer with the Department of Special
Education and Counselling at the Education University of Hong Kong. His
primary area of interest and research encompasses masculinities, sexual health,
sexual minorities and sexuality. Prior to joining academia, he was a senior
social worker with the Hong Kong AIDS Foundation for over 14 years,
working with people living with HIV/AIDS. He has also been a committee
member for Grey and Pride (a charitable organisation for older LGBTQ in
Hong Kong) since 2014, advocating and promoting social inclusion for the
older LGBTQ community.

Sally Anne Param was awarded her PhD in 2016 from the University of
Malaya and is currently a lecturer at Sunway University, Malaysia. A sociologist
by training, Sally Anne is passionate about the study of identity politics, where
her research focus is that of ‘othered” or marginalised identities. While gender
and ethnicity are identity markers that feature strongly in Sally Anne’s work,
her recent research looks at how age and generations enable intergenerational
identity to be understood. Sally Anne’s work addresses how older and younger
people in Malaysian society are generally othered, given primacy placed on
the in-between adult phase in terms of status and decision-making power.
Her recent work, therefore, aims to give voice to both the older and younger
groups in society, as their views are usually politicised as unimportant, eclipsed
behind popular ‘adultist’ narratives. Her most recent joint publication on the
lives of the elderly can be found in Educational Gerontology (2021), and her
latest publication on young people’s mobilities is a book chapter in Aspirations
of Young Adults in Urban Asia (2021). Sally Anne is currently a research team
member on Future Cities, a funded collaborative research project between
her university and the University of Lancaster, UK. When not working,
Sally Anne enjoys a literal walk in the park, together with a cup of teh tarik.

Cuauhtémoc Sanchez Vega is a psychologist with a Master’s degree in
Sexuality and Gender Equity. Over 24 years, he has specialised in sexuality,
HIV and AIDS, HIV pre- and post-test counselling, follow-up counselling
training for people with HIV, thanatology (how people deal with death), and
group work and life skills. In the last 20 years, Cuauhtémoc has specialised
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in ageing and old-age issues in relation to sexuality, gender, violence
against older women and empowerment in ageing and later life. Since
2000, Cuauhtémoc has collaborated as a consultant and external teacher
at: the National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM): Continuing
Education Center of the National School of Social Work; Faculty of Higher
Studies of the University of Zaragoza, Division of Postgraduate Studies of
the Faculty of Medicine (now the Coordination of the Open University,
Educational Innovation and Distance Education, CCADET); Open and
Distance University of Mexico (UnADM). Cuauhtémoc also serves as
academic coordinator and teacher on the Diploma of Sexology and Sexuality
in the Twenty-first Century and as academic coordinator and teacher of the
Master’s programmes, ‘Sexuality and Gender Equity’ and ‘Comprehensive
Gerontological Care’ at the Mexican University of Postgraduate Studies. He
has published extensively on later life, sexuality and gender violence. His
publications include: Scale of Attitudes and Beliefs around Aged Women’s and
Men’s Sexcuality (2019); Accumulation of Gender-based Violence in Aging Women’s
Lifetimes (2019); Sexual Potentialities: A Theoretical Framework for Sexuality
(2018); Human Development and the Capacities of Older Adult Women (2015);
and Health Promotion for Women Carers (2015).
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