
xiv

Acknowledgements

As social work academics with an overwhelming interest in social 
work history, this volume has been an exciting and rewarding project. 
It has provided us with an opportunity not only to delve into a crucial 
aspect of the history of the profession, but also to work with excellent 
scholars from diverse disciplines who have similar interests. The source 
of most of the chapters in this book is an event organised by the Social 
Work, History and Research Special Interest Group that we jointly 
coordinate. The group, which is part of the European Social Work 
Research Association (ESWRA), held a pre-​conference meeting on 
the Settlement House Movement at the 8th European Conference for 
Social Work Research in Edinburgh in 2018. The success of the event 
and quality of the papers presented there encouraged us to compile 
this volume.

Apart from the chapter authors, who all responded admirably to 
our requests and deadlines and contributed original and extremely 
interesting chapters, we are especially grateful to our wonderful 
editorial assistant, Avi Abood, and to the people at Policy Press who 
facilitated the publication of the book. In particular, we wish to thank 
our commissioning editors –​ Isobel Bainton and Sarah Bird –​ for their 
continuing support, and for the editing.

The book is published as part of a series on social work research that 
is a joint initiative of Policy Press and ESWRA. Our thanks go to the 
leadership of both organisations and to the past and present editors of 
the series –​ Ian Shaw, Anna Gupta and John Gal –​ for enabling us to 
bring settlement houses and historical research in social work to the 
attention of a wide readership.

We hope that the chapters in The Settlement House Movement 
Revisited: A Transnational History will encourage more scholarly efforts 
to explore the under-​researched, rich and ultimately relevant history 
of social work.

John, Stefan and Sarah

 

newgenprepdf

 




