Harvard Historical Studies -

Published under the auspices

of the Department of History
from the income of the

Paul Revere Frothingham Bequest
Robert Louis Stroock Fund

Henry Warren Torrey Fund

151






The Conversion of
Imagination

From Pascal through Roussean
to Tocqueville

Matthew W. Maguire

Harvard University Press
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and London, England | 2006



Copyright © 2006 by the president and Fellows of Harvard College
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

Libvary of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Maguire, Matthew W.

The conversion of imagination : from Pascal through Rousseau to
Tocqueville / Matthew W. Maguire.

p. cm. — (Harvard historical studies ; 151)

Based on the author’s thesis (Ph. D.—Harvard University, 1999) presented
under the title: The conversion of Enlightenment.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 0-674-02188-6 (alk. paper)

1. Imagination (Philosophy) —History. 2. Rousseau, Jean-Jacques, 1712-
1778. 3. Pascal, Blaise, 1623-1662. 4. Tocqueville, Alexis de, 1805—
1859. I. Title. II. Series.

B2138.145M34 2006

128'.3—dc22 2005052740



To my parents






