
Acknowledgments

Like my other books, this one has taken a long time in coming to fruition.
It differs from the other books, however, in that I had the title before I
wrote the book. But even the title changed on the advice of my colleague
Ellis Joffe of Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Originally the book was to be
entitled from “From Subject to Citizen.” Immediately on hearing the title,
Ellis objected, explaining that a “subject” in the context of the Mao Zedong
era (1949–1976) was called “comrade.” As usual, he was right.

Many others have contributed to this book. I am most grateful to the
readers—Joseph Fewsmith, Elizabeth Perry, and Paul Cohen—who, as in
the past, have read my books with great care and given wise counsel. My
colleagues at the Fairbank Center for East Asian Research of Harvard Uni-
versity, with which I have been affiliated since my graduate school days,
have contributed in so many different ways to my work. Chief among them
are Roderick MacFarquhar, Steven Goldstein, Robert Ross, Ezra Vogel, and
Lucian Pye. In addition, I have benefited greatly from visiting scholars to
the Center, including Robert Culp, who wrote on citizenship in China in
an earlier period, and Wang Juntao and Liu Junning, who attempted to act
as citizens in China. The Fairbank Center not only has provided intellec-
tual inspiration and stimulation but also has made it possible for me to in-
teract with distinguished scholars and participants in the important events
in Chinese history.

This book could not have been written without the computer assistance
of Jorge Espada and especially the editorial assistance of Nancy Hearst, the
Fairbank Center Librarian, who, as with my past books, not only rechecked
all the footnotes but also offered editorial assistance and advice that has
been invaluable. I am so fortunate to live and work in an environment that
offers so much scholarly sustenance.

Finally, but of course not least, once again I must thank my wonderful



family—my late parents, my children, my grandchildren, and especially my
husband, Marshall—who, throughout the slow, tedious process of my pro-
ducing a book, have never faltered in their faith that it would be done and
never resented the time it took away from other activities. I feel blessed to
have such a family.

viii Acknowledgments


