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For my mother’s maternal grandmother, who, a century ago, cut off her
hair and sold it so her children could eat, and who passed along to me
the power to persist; and for my mother’s paternal grandmother, who
was born in the nineteenth century with a veil over her face and healed
her son’s wife by chanting indecipherable prayers over her body and
who passed along to me the power to see
AND
For my father’s people, who despite subjugation by the British Empire,
passed along to me the power to know

AND

For Catherine Clinton, whose unwavering mentorship lighted my way
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