
Preface, 1971 

Since both the hardcover and paperback editions of this book 
are being reprinted at about the same time, this is a good occasion 
to consider making changes. It would be possible to amend the 
argument of the book, to add several ideas that have occurred to 
me since it was written, and to consider related work others have 
recently done. But I have decided against any such major revision. 
There has been no change in my views to justify rewriting the 
present text. Some of the ideas I would add to any new edition 
have already appeared in articles. It would take too long to deal 
adequately with what others have written. Accordingly, what I have 
done instead is to prepare a short Appendix. It provides any inter­
ested reader a guide to the articles I have done on the subject of this 
book and discusses an intriguing idea for further work that com­
mentators on the book have proposed. This Appendix begins on 
page 169. 

Though the memory of most favors fades in a short time, that 
has not been the case with my gratitude to the critics who helped 
me when the book was being written. I often have occasion to see 
that the reaction to the book would have been less generous (or 
more reserved) had early drafts not been criticized 50 well. The 
critic who was most helpful of all was Thomas Schelling of Harvard 
University. Though neither he nor my other critics are responsible 
for the faults of the book, much of whatever use it has had is due 
particularly to his criticisms. Edward C. Banfield and Otto Eckstein 
also criticized this study most helpfully when it was a draft of a 
PhD. thesis at Harvard. When the undertaking was in the pro­
spectus stage, I benefited greatly from the criticisms of Samuel Beer, 
John Kenneth Galbraith, Carl Kaysen, and Talcott Parsons. As I 
began to revise the thesis for publication, I received uncommonly 
helpful comments from Alan Holmans, Dale Jorgenson, John Kain, 
Douglas Keare, Richard Lester, and George von Furstenberg. Also, 
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at various stages in the process of making this book, William 
Baumol, David Bayley, Arthur Benavie, James Buchanan, Edward 
Claiborn, Aldrich Finegan, Louis Fourt, Gerald Garvey, Mohammed 
Guessous, W. E. Hamilton, Wolfram Hanrieder, Stanley Kelley, 
Roland McKean, Richard Musgrave, Robert Reichardt, Jerome 
Rothenberg, Craig Stubblebine, Gordon Tullock, Alan Williams, 
and Richard Zeckhauser made notable and constructive criticisms. 
Finally, I hope the dedication to my wife indicates how much I 
appreciate her help and encouragement. In addition to all of the 
other things she has done for me and for our three children, she 
helped with both the style and substance of this book. 

I am also thankful that Professor F. A. von Hayek took the ini­
tiative in arranging for the translation of this book into German 
and in contributing a foreword to the German translation. 

My work on this book was generously supported by the Social 
Science Research Council, the Shinner Foundation, and the Center 
for International Studies at Princeton University. I am also thankful 
to the Brookings Institution, whose hospitality greatly furthered 
my work on this and on a previous book. 
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