
Life and Action





Life and Action
elementary structures of

practice and practical thought

Michael Thompson

harvard university press

Cambridge, Massachusetts
London, England 2008



Copyright © 2008 by the President and Fellows of Harvard College
All rights reserved
Printed in the United States of America

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Thompson, Michael, prof., 1959–
Life and action : elementary structures of practice and practical thought /

Michael Thompson.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978-0-674-01670-5 (alk. paper)
1. Ethics. 2. Conduct of life. 3. Life. 4. Agent (Philosophy) 5. Act

(Philosophy) I. Title.
BJ37.T49 2008
191—dc22 2007043818


