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The deeper you penetrate into the woods, the more intelli-
gent, and, in one sense, less countrified do you find the inhabitants; for
always the pioneer has been a traveler, and, to some extent, a man of
the world; and, as the distances with which he is familiar are greater, so is
his information more general and far reaching than the villagers. If I were
to look for a narrow, uninformed, and countrified mind, as opposed to the
intelligence and refinement which are thought to emanate from cities,
it would be among the rusty inhabitants of an old-settled country, on
farms all run out and gone to seed with life-everlasting, . . . and not
in the backwoods.

—Henry David Thoreau, The Maine Woods






