
JEWISH LIVES UNDER COM MUNISM





JEWISH LIVES 
UNDER 
COM MUNISM
New Perspectives

Edited by 

K ateř ina Č apková and K a mil  K i j ek

Rutgers  Universit y  Press
New Brunswick, Camden, and Newark, New Jersey, and London



 Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Names: Čapková, Kateřina, editor. | Kijek, Kamil, editor.
Title: Jewish lives under communism: new perspectives / edited by Kateřina Čapková, 

and Kamil Kijek.
Description: New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, [2022] |  

Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: LCCN 2021045869 | ISBN 9781978830790 (paperback) |  

ISBN 9781978830806 (hardback) | ISBN 9781978830813 (epub) |  
ISBN 9781978830820 (pdf)

Subjects: LCSH: Jews—Communist countries—Social conditions. | Jews—
Communist countries—Social life and customs. | Communist countries— 
Ethnic relations. | Jews—Identity.

Classification: LCC DS135.E83 J54 2022 | DDC 947/.004924—dc23/eng/20211013
LC record available at https://lccn​.loc​.gov​/2021045869

A British Cataloging-in-Publication record for this book is available from the  
British Library.

This collection copyright © 2022 by Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey
Individual chapters copyright © 2022 in the names of their authors
All rights reserved

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without 
written permission from the publisher. Please contact Rutgers University Press, 
106 Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. The only exception to this prohibition 
is “fair use” as defined by U.S. copyright law.

References to internet websites (URLs) were accurate at the time of writing. Neither the 
author nor Rutgers University Press is responsible for URLs that may have expired or 
changed since the manuscript was prepared.

 The paper used in this publication meets the requirements of the American National 
Standard for Information Sciences—Permanence of Paper for Printed Library Materials, 
ANSI Z39.48-1992.

www​.rutgersuniversitypress​.org

Manufactured in the United States of America



 This volume is dedicated to the late David Shneer  
(1972–2020), whose premature death comes as a shock to 
historians and Jewish Studies scholars all over the world. 
David was not only the author of perhaps the most brilliant 
contribution to this volume but he was above all our mentor 
and friend who, generously and with great intellectual 
enthusiasm, supported the project from the beginning. 
He not only participated in the international conference 
“New Approaches to the History of the Jews under 
Communism,” which was held in Prague in May 2017 and 
inspired this volume, but was also the scholar we consulted 
throughout its preparation—from the first tentative table of 
contents, through subsequent versions of the introduction, 
to almost the end of our work on it.

The content and structure of the volume, stressing 
transnational ties between various Jewish communities 
both in the Eastern Bloc and beyond the Iron Curtain 
and considering the history of the Jews under Communist 
regimes in connection with previous historical periods, 
follow David Shneer’s innovative and revolutionary vision 
of how to approach twentieth-century Jewish history in 
Central and Eastern Europe.




