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"A moral life is a life of activity in society." 
—E. Franklin Frazier, 1918 

"Scholarship is a choice of how to live as well as 
a choice of career." 
-C. Wright Mills, 1959 

"To accept one's past—one's history—is not the 
same thing as drowning in it; it is learning how 
to use it." 
-James Baldwin, 1962 



Copyright © 1991 by Anthony M. Piatt 

All Rights Reserved 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Piatt, Anthony M. 

E. Franklin Frazier reconsidered / Anthony M. Piatt, 

p. cm. 

Includes bibliographical references and index. 

ISBN 0-8135-1631-5 

1. Frazier, Edward Franklin, 1894-1962. 2. Sociologists— 

United States—Biography. 3. Sociology—United States— 

History. I. Title. 

HM22.6.U6F736 1991 

301'.092—dC20 

[B] 90-36223 

CIP 

British Cataloging-in-Publication information available 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the following to reprint previously 
unpublished material: Excerpts from letters, memoranda, diaries, es-
says, and other materials by E. Franklin Frazier by permission of the 
Moorland-Spingam Research Center, Howard University; correspon-
dence from G. Stanley Hall and Frank Hankins, and Frazier's graduate 
school transcript courtesy of Clark University; Frazier's transcript of 
his doctoral courses by permission of the University of Chicago. 

Grateful acknowledgment is made to the following to reprint previ-
ously published material: E. Franklin Frazier, "New Role of the Negro 
Woman," which previously appeared in Ebony 15 (August i960); Lang-
ston Hughes, "Cross," copyright 1926 by Alfred A. Knopf and renewed 
1954 by Langston Hughes, reprinted from Selected Poems ofLangston 
Hughes by permission of the publisher. Chapter 7 is an expanded and 
revised version of Anthony Piatt and Susan Chandler, "Constant 
Struggle: E. Franklin Frazier and Black Social Work in the 1920s," 
reprinted with permission from Social Work 33 (1988): 293-297, copy-
right 1988, National Association of Social Workers, Inc. Chapter 11 is 
a revised version of Anthony Piatt, "E. Franklin Frazier and Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan: Setting the Record Straight," Contemporary Crises 
11 (1987): 265-277, reprinted by permission of Kluwer Academic 
Publishers. 


