
COMING OF AGE IN JEWISH AMERIC A





COMING OF 
AGE IN JEWISH 
AMERIC A
Bar and Bat Mitzvah Reinterpreted

Patr ic ia  Keer  Munro

Rutgers  Universit y  Press
New Brunswick, New Jersey, and London



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Munro, Patricia Keer, 1957–author.
Coming of age in Jewish America : bar and bat mitzvah reinterpreted / Patricia Keer 
Munro.
pages cm
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN 978–0–8135–7594–0 (hardcover : alk. paper)—ISBN 978–0–8135–7593–3 
(pbk. : alk. paper)—ISBN 978–0–8135–7595–7 (e-book (epub))—ISBN 
978–0–8135–7596–4 (e-book (web pdf))
1. Bar mitzvah—United States. 2. Bat mitzvah—United States. 3. Jewish teenagers—
Religious life—United States. 4. Jews—United States—Social life and customs.   
I. Title.
BM707.M86 2016
296.4'5424—dc23	 2015032495

A British Cataloging-in-Publication record for this book is available from the British 
Library.

Copyright © 2016 by Patricia Keer Munro
All rights reserved

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without 
written permission from the publisher. Please contact Rutgers University Press, 106 
Somerset Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901. The only exception to this prohibition is 
“fair use” as defined by U.S. copyright law.

Visit our website: http://​rutgerspress​.rutgers​.edu

Manufactured in the United States of America



From generation to generation: to those who came before, 
especially my grandparents, Sophia and William Keer and 
Ruth and Herman Davis, of blessed memory; and to those 
who follow, especially my grandchildren, Lilianne and Theo-
dore Casner (and those who, God willing, will come later). 
And, as always, to David Munro, who has walked beside me 
on the journey.




