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I BEGAN WORKING on this book in 1987 while I was a visiting assistant
professor at the University of Maryland. I wish to thank the members
of the Department of History and the Committee on History and Phi-
losophy of Science for supporting and encouraging me during the
early stages of research. I am particularly grateful to the reading
group of Lindley Darden, Pamela Henson, and Joe Cain who com-
mented on an early draft of the book.

During the course of my research I had the opportunity to inter-
view several biologists about their work or about historical figures
with whom they were acquainted. Others generously responded to
my questions in writing. These include F. Herbert Bormann, Jim Col-
lins, Maxwell Dunbar, W. T. Edmondson, Doug Gill, Frank Golley,
Jack Harley, William Hiesey, G. Evelyn Hutchinson, David Keck, Eu-
gene Odum, Howard Odum, Bernard Patten, Charles Reif, Peter
Rich, Paul Richards, John Teal, Saran Twombly, and Bill Winner.

I greatly appreciate the opportunity to study unpublished letters
and manuscripts at the following institutions: American Heritage
Center, University of Wyoming; University of Minnesota Archives;
Smithsonian Institution Archives; Magdalen College Archives, Ox-
ford University; Department of Botany, Cambridge University; De-
partment of Botany, Oxford University; Carnegie Institution of
Washington Archives; Sterling Library, Yale University; Office of the
Registrar, Park College. I wish to acknowledge the generous assist-
ance I received at all these institutions. I also wish to thank the li-
brarians at Radford University, particularly Bud Bennett, for their
help. I am most grateful to Nancy Slack for helping to arrange access
to the G. Evelyn Hutchinson papers during a visit to Yale University.
She has been an excellent source of information on Hutchinson and
his students. Tobey Appel kindly allowed me to read parts of her
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unpublished history of biology at the National Science Foundation.
She patiently answered many of my questions about post—World War
II funding of science. Peter Taylor provided me with useful informa-
tion about the work of Howard Odum. Although we disagree on
some points of interpretation, his insistence on the importance of
Odum’s work has influenced my thinking on the history of modern
ecology. Jim Collins read the entire manuscript, corrected many er-
rors, and made numerous helpful suggestions. I particularly appreci-
ate the time that he has so generously spent on the telephone
discussing my research as it progressed.

This research was supported by grants from the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities, the Smithsonian Institution, and the Rad-
ford University Foundation.

Finally, I wish to thank Susan, Kirsten, and Christopher for putting
up with a historian in the family.
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