JEWISH
PEOPLEHOOD



Key Words in Jewish Studies

Series Editors
Deborah Dash Moore, University of Michigan
MacDonald Moore, Vassar College
Andrew Bush, Vassar College

. Andrew Bush, Jewish Studies
II. Barbara E. Mann, Space and Place in Jewish Studies
III. Olga Litvak, Haskalah: The Romantic Movement in Judaism
IV. Jonathan Boyarin, Jewish Families
V. Jeffrey Shandler, Shtetl
VI. Noam Pianko, Jewish Peoplehood: An American Innovation



JEWISH
PEOPLEHOOD

An American Innovation

NOAM PIANKO

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY PRESS

New Brunswick, New Jersey, and London



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Pianko, Noam, author.

Jewish peoplehood : an American innovation / Noam Pianko.

pages cm — (Key words in Jewish studies)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-8135-6365—7 (hardcover : alk. paper) — ISBN 978-0-8135-6364-0 (pbk. : alk.
paper) — ISBN 978-0-8135-6366—4 (e-book (web pdf)) —
ISBN 978-0-8135—7388-5 (e-book (epub))

1. Jews—Identity. 2. Jews—United States—Identity. 3. Jews—United States—Politics

and government—a2ist century. 4. Jews—United States—Social conditions—21st century.
5. Israel and the diaspora. I. Title.

DS143.P565 2015
305.892"4073—dc23
2014040075
A British Cataloging-in-Publication record for this book is available from the British Library.
Copyright © 2015 by Noam Pianko
All rights reserved

No part of this book may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic
or mechanical, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without written permis-
sion from the publisher. Please contact Rutgers University Press, 106 Somerset Street, New
Brunswick, NJ o8gor. The only exception to this prohibition is “fair use” as defined by U.S.
copyright law.

Visit our website: http:/ /rutgerspress.rutgers.edu

Manufactured in the United States of America


http://rutgerspress.rutgers.edu

