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Preface 

The present thematic issue of the journal is devoted to the Luwic languages of ancient Anatolia. It comprises the 
revised versions of a selection of talks delivered at the 3rd workshop “Luwic Dialects: Inheritance and Diffusion”, 
which was held at the University of Barcelona in March 2016.  The editors are grateful to Professor Ignasi-Xavier 
Adiego, the convener of the workshop, for being open to collaboration with our journal and facilitating the process 
of collecting the papers for the thematic issue.  

The Luwic languages represent a subgroup of the Anatolian group, which comprises Luwian and its closest 
linguistic relatives, such as Lycian A, Lycian B, and Carian. All of them were spoken on the territory of the pre-
sent-day Turkey and the adjacent parts of Syria. Their attestation spans the period from the 20th century BC, when 
the first Luwian loanwords appear in Old Assyrian texts, to the 3rd century AD, when the last Pisidian inscriptions 
were arguably produced.  

For a long period of time, the Luwic languages remained in the shadow of their more illustrious relative and 
neighbour, the Hittite language. This is due to the fact that their corpora are smaller and they are, on the whole, 
less understood. Even the best attested Luwian language cannot be regarded as fully deciphered. Until very re-
cently, there even was no clarity that the Luwian texts preserved in the cuneiform and hieroglyphic scripts reflect 
one and the same language.  

But the situation gradually changes as it becomes increasingly clear that fragmentary as they are, the Luwic 
languages are essential for reconstructing the Proto-Anatolian state of affairs. The old problem of the Indo-
European studies, which consisted in defining the relationship between Hittite and the rest of Indo-European, can 
be now reframed as comparing the reconstructions of the Core Indo-European and Proto-Anatolian families in or-
der to define their respective archaisms and innovations vis-à-vis their common ancestor. But the work on recon-
structing Core Indo-European spans now almost two hundred years, whereas serious attempts to reconstruct 
Proto-Anatolian date back to the late twentieth century. Few issues related to this reconstruction reached the state 
of a general consensus, or can be regarded as commonly known to the rest of the Indo-Europeanists.  

The reconstruction of Proto-Anatolian must in turn rely on solving specific historical and synchronic issues 
pertaining to the less known individual languages belonging to the Anatolian group, among them the Luwic lan-
guages. The contributions to the present volume serve this overall goal. The papers by Elisabeth Rieken and 
Mariona Vernet tackle the phonology and morphology of the Luwian language. Ignasi-Xavier Adiego and Zsolt 
Simon turn to Pisidian, arguably the least known member of the Luwic family. The contribution of Miguel Valério 
is devoted to assessing the possibilities of areal phonological interaction between the Luwic languages and the 
early forms of Greek, while José Virgilio García Trabazo offers a new lexical etymology involving the Luwic items. 

Hopefully, the publication of these materials will provide a new impetus to Luwic studies, a new burgeoning 
branch of Indo-European linguistics that could generate some fresh insights for the discipline as a whole. 

 
On behalf of the editors 

Ilya Yakubovich 
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