Preface

In November 2012, Nikolai Yakovlevich Merpert, a well-known Russian archaeologist and specialist in ancient
cultures that are frequently associated with Proto-Indo-Europeans, was to turn 90. His birthday was to be cele-
brated not only by his immediate colleagues, but by comparative Indo-European linguists — the “archaeologists of
language” — as well. Vyacheslav Vsevolodovich Ivanov, member of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Professor at
the University of California, Los Angeles, and head of the Institute of World Culture at Lomonosov Moscow State
University, took up the initiative in forming the Organizing Committee of an interdisciplinary round table, whose
chief target would be to re-evaluate the location of the Indo-European homeland in space and time. It is well
known that this problem has acquired an additional dimension in recent decades: the results of archaeological ex-
cavations and linguistic reconstruction can now be checked against the data of genetic analysis. Unfortunately, this
new approach failed to provide an automatic solution to the long-standing problem of the Indo-European home-
land, and in some respects, as it turned out, has only further complicated matters. The accumulated material re-
quires interdisciplinary discussion and some sort of common strategy, or at least a common metalanguage. Such
was the main goal of what had originally been planned as an honorary Round Table “Indo-European Homeland
and Migrations: Linguistics, Archeology and DNA”.

Nikolai Yakovlevich unexpectedly passed away on January 29, 2012, at which point his honorary Round Table
has become a memorial session. It has been decided that the participants would convene at the Russian State Uni-
versity for the Humanities under the patronage of the Centre for Comparative Linguistics. We would like to ex-
press our gratitude to Efim Iosifovich Pivovar, President of the University, for his support of our initiative, and for
his assistance in providing accommodation, organizing meals and coffee-breaks for the participants of the round
table, supplying technical equipment, and many other small details that greatly facilitated the organization of this
event. It should also be mentioned that our Round Table was organized in conjunction with another memorial
gathering “Archaeological Investigations in North Mesopotamia and North Caucasus Steppe Regions”, which was
held at the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences and focused on the archaeology of north-
ern Mesopotamia and Northern Caucasus, the main areas of N. Y. Merpert’s academic activity.

The Round Table “Indo-European Homeland and Migrations: Linguistics, Archeology and DNA” generated
animated discussions, some of which continued long beyond the official schedule. Moderating this event was a
challenging task. However, it all shows that the search for common ground in the debate on the Indo-European
homeland was a timely enterprise. While the format of the Journal of Language Relationship makes it impossible
to publish all the contributions to the Round Table, we hope that the papers included in this volume are illustrative
of the panoply of opinions on the time and place associated with the Proto-Indo-European community, and that
the participants of the debate have made one more step in the direction of understanding each other’s views.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee,
T. A. Mikhailova & 1. S. Yakubovich

IIpeaucaosue

B nos16pe 2012 rosa Hukomaio SIkosaesuuy MeprepTy, M3BeCTHOMY OTeYeCTBEHHOMY apXeoJIOory I CIeIMalncTy
II0 KyJbTypaM, YacTO IIPUIIMCHIBAEMBIM JPEeBHUM MHJIOeBpOIIeiillaM, JO/LKHO Obut0 mucnoaHutbea 90 ger. Ot-
IIpa3HOBaTh €ro 100MJIell TOTOBUINCH He TOJIBKO er0 HelloCpe/[CTBeHHbIe KOJIIeTH, HO M UCTOPUKM JpeBHero Mupa
U «@PXeO0JIOTU SI3bIKa» — JIMHTBUCTBI, 3AaHMMAIONMEeCs MHI0eBPOIIeicKol peKoHcTpyKiueli. I[lo nnnnmaruse aka-
nemnka PAH, npodeccopa YHusepcurera Joc-AHmKeneca u gupekropa VIHcTUTyTa MUPOBOM KyJBTYPBIl IIPU
MI'Y Bsauecnasa Becesosogosuua VisaHoBa 6bl1 cO3/JaH OPIKOMUTET CHELMaJbHOTO MeXKIUCIUILIMHAPHOTO KPYT-
JIOTO CTOJIa, TIOCBSIIEHHOTO HOBOMY OCMBICIEHUIO BO3MOJKHOM JIOKaJM3alMM IPapOJAUHBI MH0EBPOIIeNIeB B
IpocTpaHcTBe 1 BO BpeMeHN. Kak m3BecTHO, 3a mociejHIe JecaTuIeTus JaHHas IpobjemMa oboraTuniach HOBBIM
IIO/IXOJIOM K ee pellleHMIO: JaHHbIe apXeOJIOTUH U JMHIBUCTUIECKON PeKOHCTPYKLIUM MOTIU OBITh COIIOCTaBJIHbI C
MaTepuaJaMy TeHeTMYecKoro aHanusa. Ho, yBbl, Kak OKa3a/i0Ch, HOBBIN ITOZIXO/] He MPUBeJ K aBTOMaTUIeCKOMY
peniennio HpOGJIeMI)I VIH,Z[OEBPOHEI}’[CKOI?I IIpapOAMHDI, a CKOpee BbISBIJI AOIIOJTHUTEJIbHDbIE CIOJKHOCTY, CBsJI3aHHDIE
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c ee pemrenneM. HaxorieHHslit MaTepuas TpebyeT KOJNLIEKTUBHOTO OOCY>KIEHIs U MOIBITKU BhIPaboTaTh KaKylo-
TO OOIIYIO CTpaTeruIo, MU XOTs OBl OOIINIT MeTasA3bIK. VIMEeHHO TaKOBOIl ObllIa OCHOBHAs I1eJb, pajy KOTOPOIL I
OB OpraHM30BaH IPUYPOUEHHEII K I00MIeITHOI JaTe KPYTJblii cTos1 «[Ipobaema mpapoAMHLL MH/0eBPOIIeIIes».

29 snsaps 2012 roga Hukomnas SIkosnesnya He crao. Ho HayuHBIX ITaHOB ®TO He M3MeHM/10. Kpyrismi cron
namatu H. 5. Mepnepra 65110 pemreHo nposectu B PITY mog srugoit LHenrpa Komnaparusucrukn. O6painenne
K pexropy PITY E. V. I[Insosapy ¢ mpocs60ii 0 coAeiicTBIN B OpraHu3aluy KOH(pepeHI Iy BCTPeTU/IO IIOIHOe TI0-
HUMaHNe, I celfyac Mbl I1OJIb3yeMCsl cIydaeM BRIPasUTh OjarofapHocTh agmuuucrpanuyu PITY sa nomoms B pac-
CeJIeHMM MHOCTPAHHBIX YYaCTHUKOB KOH(epeHI[Y, OpraHM3alnio 00e 0B, JaeluTnil, obecriedeHne ayAuTOpPUN
TeXHUYECKMMM CpeJCTBaMU 1 MHOTOe JPYyTOe, YTO OOBIYHO KaKeTCs IPAKTIMIeCKV He3aMeTHBIM, HO JIOXKUTCS TSK-
KM OpeMeHeM Ha ILledn opraHusaTopos. CiaejyeT TakKe YIIOMSHYTb, YTO HaIll KPYIJIbIiA CTOJI ObLI CKOOPJAMHM-
POBaH C JPyruM MaMATHBIM MepOIpUATIEM — 3acefiaHneM «Apxeosormdeckue ucciaefosanms CesepHoir Meco-
noramun u CesepHoro Kaskasa», mposogusmiuMcs B ViHctutyTe apxeonoruu PAH 1 mOCBSIIeHHBIM apXeoJIoru-
YecKuM TeMaM, pa3BUTHe KOTOPLIX B Poccuu 65110 TecHO cBsa3aHo ¢ umeHeM H. SI. Mepnepra.

Kpyrabii crosr mpoxoAu 6ypHO, AUCKYCCUM 3aTATMBaINCh, BECTU 3ace/jaHne MHOIja 65110 TpyaHo. Bee 310 mo-
Ka3pIBaeT, OJJHaKO, UTO 3ajada 0OCY>K/eHNS MHIOEBPOIIeiCKON MpapoANHEI Oblja BechMa CBOeBpeMeHHOI. XOTs
¢opmat xypHasa «Bompock! S3LIKOBOTO POACTBa» He IMO3BOJM/I HaM OIyOJMKOBATh BCe JOKIaJbl, IIpesiCTaBlieH-
HBIe Ha KPYIJIOM CTOJIe, MBI HaJileeMcsl, COODIIIeHNs], BKIIOUeHHbIe B HAaCTOALIMIT HOMep, XOPOIIO MUJITIOCTPUPYIOT
pasbpoc MHEHUI! 10 BOIIPOCY O MeCTe M BpeMeHM CyLeCTBOBaHIsI IIPaiHI0eBPOIIeiICKOTO A3bIKOBOTO COOO1IIeCTBa.
Tax:ke X0Tes10Ch ObI BHIPA3UTh HaZleXXly, UTO YUaCTHUKY JVICKYCCUI CMOTJIM YCIBIIIATh JPYT ApyTa.

OT oprkomMuTeTa KpyIJIoro cToJa:
T. A. Muxaiiroea u M. C. fxybosuu
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