
In Quest of the Golden Apple 



Analecta Isisiana: Ottoman and Turkish Studies 

45 

A co-publication with The Isis Press, Istanbul, the series consists of 

collections of thematic essays focused on specific themes of 

Ottoman and Turkish studies. These scholarly volumes address 

important issues throughout Turkish history, offering in a single 

volume the accumulated insights of a single author over a career of 

research on the subject. 



In Quest of the Golden Apple 

Imperial Ideology, Politics, and Military 
Adminsitration in the Ottoman Empire 

Pal Fodor 

The Isis Press, Istanbul preSS 

2010 



Gorgias Press LLC, 954 River Road, Piscataway, NJ, 08854, USA 

www.gorgiaspress.com 

Copyright © 2010 by The Isis Press, Istanbul 

Originally published in 2000 

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright 

Conventions. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 

retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, 

mechanical, photocopying, recording, scanning or otherwise without the 

prior written permission of The Isis Press, Istanbul. 

2010 

ISBN 978-1-61143-139-1 

Reprinted from the 2000 Istanbul edition. 

Printed in the United States of America 



Pâi Fodor was born in Aszôfô, Hungary, on February 3, 1955. He 
studied Ottoman history at the Eotvôs Lorând University under the guidance of 
professors Gyula Kâldy-Nagy and Géza David. He received his M. A. degree; in 
1979. 

From 1980 to 1991 he worked as research fellow at the Department of 
Orientalistics of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. In 1992 he was admitted 
to the Institute of History of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences where he is 
employed as a senior research fellow. In 1993 he obtained the Ph. D. degree 
with his dissertation on the Hungarian policy of Siileyman the Magnificent 
between 1520-1541 entitled "Hungary and the Ottoman conquest". From 1994 
as associate professor he has been teaching Ottoman history at the Pazmâny 
Péter Catholic University (Budapest-Piliscsaba). 

His main research fields include early Ottoman history, the social, 
economic and military structure of the Ottoman Empire, Ottoman political 
thought, Ottoman-Hungarian political relations, and the elaboration of 
Ottoman narrative and documentary sources until the end of the 17th century. 
Up to now he has published three books and some fifty articles in Hungarian, 
English, German and Turkish. He is a member of the editorial boards for the 
periodicals Acta Orientalia Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae (Budapest) and 
Keletkutatâs (Budapest, co-editor with Géza David), and he also works for the 
Turkologischer Anzeiger (Vienna-Budapest). With a small group of Hungarian 
Ottomanists, he is preparing for publication a series of books which shall 
make available in western languages some of the results of Hungarian 
historiography dealing with Ottoman themes. The first book in this project 
entitled Hungarian-Ottoman Military and Diplomatic Relations in the Age of 
Siileyman the Magnificent was published in common with Géza David in 
Budapest, 1994. 




