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Bruce McGovan has lived among the Turks, in Istanbul and on North 
Cyprus, for some sixteen years. He lived another six years in what was 
then Yugoslavia. In both countries he served as a cultural officer with 
the US Information Service. He also later served in St. Petersburg, in 
Rwanda, and in Kyrgyzstan before retiring to Cyprus, where he now 
lives. 
Before he took up diplomatic work McGowan taught history at 
universities in San Francisco and Ann Arbor. His historical research 
began with his edition of an Ottoman tax survey for Srem, the province 
west of Belgrade, which was published by the Turkish Historical 
Society. He followed this with innovative research on the Ottoman 
administration of southeastern Europe, publishing the results as 
Economic Life in Ottoman Europe (Cambridge University Press). He 
also contributed the 18^ century section to a general socio-economic 
history of the Ottoman Empire published by Cambridge, and edited by 
inalcik and Quataert (now in paperback). 
A Man of the World is his first novel, and was published in a Turkish 
edition under a different title: Iki Dünya Arasinda, Istanbul: Ufuk, 2004. 





This is the story of a man who may 
really have existed. 
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