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Erol Haker (formerly Elio Adato) was born in Istanbul in 1930. The families 
of both his parents hail from Kirklareli. The Adatos of Kirklareli can be traced 
back five generations to the years of the turn of the 18th century. 
Erol Haker is a 1950 Exact Sciences graduate of Robert College (Istanbul). He 
holds a Graduate Diploma in Social Sciences from Stockholm University 
(1951), a B.Sc. Econ. from the London School of Economics, and a 1954 
MBA from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (1964). He speaks Turkish, 
English, French, Spanish and Hebrew. 
Since 1956, Erol Haker has made Israel his home where he has spent most of 
his adult years. He has a forty-year career behind him as a Transport 
Economist and Planner and has spent about half of this time working in 
several developing countries, mostly for the World Bank, other international 
and regional institutions, and bilateral aid giving agencies. 
Since his retirement in 1997, he spends much of his time researching his 
family history and of the Kirklareli community from which his parents hail. 
He has published part of it in Once upon a time Jews lived in Kirklareli: the 
story of the Adato family, Istanbul: The Isis Press, 2003. 
Erol Haker is married to Yael Aronson. They have three daughters and ten 
grand-children. 
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