
Contents 

Acknowledgments ix 

The angler's personal catch record xi 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 1 

Purpose of the book 1 

Format of family and 
species accounts 3 

Structure of fishes 6 
Biology of fishes 17 
How to identify fishes 22 

Preserving fishes for 
identification 23 

Dangerous fishes 24 
Pollution 28 
Oceanography 33 
Commercial fisheries 39 
History 50 
Fish farming 55 

FAMILY AND SPECIES ACCOUNTS 59 

Dogfish shark family 
(Squalidae) 61 

Greenland shark 61 
Spiny dogfish 63 

Mackerel shark family 
(Lamnidae) 66 

Smooth skate 76 
Thorny skate 77 
Winter skate 79 

Sturgeon family 
(Acipenseridae) 8o 

Atlantic sturgeon 81 
Great white shark 66 
Porbeagle 70 

Requiem shark family 
(Carcharhinidae) 72 

Blue shark 72 

Herring family (Clupeidae) 83 
American shad 84 

Skate family (Rajidae) 74 
Bamdoor skate 75 
Little skate 75 

Atlantic herring 86 
Blueback herring 89 
Gaspereau 91 

Argentine family 
(Argentinidae) 93 

Atlantic argentine 93 

V 



Freshwater eel family 
(Anguillidae) 95 

American eel 96 
Salmon family 
(Salmonidae) 100 

Arctic charr 102 

Atlantic salmon 105 

Brook charr 111 

Brown trout 113 

Coho salmon 115 

Pink salmon 117 

Rainbow trout 119 

Smelt family (Osmeridae) 121 
Capelin 122 

Rainbow smelt 125 
Cod family (Gadidae) 127 

Arctic cod 128 
Atlantic cod 130 
Atlantic tomcod 134 
Cusk 136 
Haddock 138 
Ogac 140 
Pollock 142 
Red hake 144 
White hake 147 

Hake family 
(Merlucciidae) 149 

Silver hake 150 
Grenadier family 
(Macrouridae) 152 

Rock grenadier 152 
Saury family 
(Scomberesocidae) 153 

Atlantic saury 154 
Killifish family 
(Fundulidae) 156 

Mummichog 156 
Silverside family 
(Atherinidae) 158 

Atlantic silverside 158 
Temperate bass family 
(Percichthyidae) 159 

Striped bass 16o 

vi 

White perch 162 
Bluefish family 
(Pomatomidae) 164 

Bluefish 164 
Wrasse family (Labridae) 166 

Cunner 167 
Tautog 169 

Wolffish family 
(Anarhichadidae) 170 

Atlantic wolffish 171 
Eelpout family (Zoarcidae) 175 

Ocean pout 175 
Mackerel family 
(Scombridae) 177 

Atlantic bonito 178 
Atlantic mackerel 179 
Bluefin tuna 183 

Swordfish family 
(Xiphiidae) 187 

Swordfish 187 
Butterfish family 
(Stromateidae) 191 

Butterfish 192 
Scorpionfish family 
(Scorpaenidae) 194 

Redfishes 194 
Sculpin family (Cottidae) 197 

Arctic sculpin 198 
Arctic staghorn sculpin 199 
Grubby 199 
Longhorn sculpin 200 

Sea raven 201 
Shorthorn sculpin 201 

Lumpfish family 
(Cyclopteridae) 202 

Lumpfish 202 

Lefteye flounder family 
(Bothidae) 205 

Summer flounder 2o6 
Windowpane 207 

Righteye flounder family 
(Pleuronectidae) 209 

Atlantic halibut 210 



Canadian plaice 212 
Greenland halibut 215 
Smooth flounder 217 
Winter flounder 218 
Witch flounder 221 

Yellowtail flounder 223 

Goosefish family 
(Lophiidae) 225 

Monkfish 226 

Appendix 1. Recording the catch 231 

Taxidermy 232 
Fish prints 233 

Appendix 2. Useful skills 237 

Knot tying 237 
Safety and life-saving techniques 240 

Appendix 3. Fish as food 244 

Buying, storing, and preparing fish 244 
Recipes 246 

Smoking fish and making caviar 251 

Appendix 4. Other information useful to the angler 255 

Books and periodicals on fishes 255 
Licences and regulations 265 

Travel and maps 266 
Tides, charts, and weather reports 267 

Boats and deep-sea fishing 271 
Scuba diving and snorkelling 271 

Glossary of terms used in this book 273 

Bilingual Canadian fishing lexicon 287 

Metric conversions 293 

Index 297 

vii 




